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>tew  Orleans,  Oct.^rt  I880r 
James  F.  np^Mlfi^  NorLli  Street,  Boston, 
i  Mass. :  My  Doar  Sir— Itoiu-  letter  of  the  it'lli 
ult.  is  received,,  couvev\n^  the  inlorination 
lliat  the  seventh  aimual-'if  union  of  the  old 
i(>th  takes  i)lac*October  IS^h  at  South  Acton, 
Mass. 

1  regret  excaedingly  that  cinMQmstances 
will  prevent  me  from  joining;  m;f^old  com- 
rades of  the  2Uth  on  that  occasion. 

Great  changes  have  occuri  ed  since  the  gal- 
lant men  of  the  2(ith  pushed  their  way 
througli  the  swamps  in  ilie  rear  of  j'^ort  St. 
fhilip,  and  occupied  the  quarantine  above. 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  f  hilip,  where  s6  many 
ef  our  comrades  succumlied  t>)  the  unhealthy 
malaria,  still  frown  angrily  across  the  broad 
i  Mississippi,  and  instead  of  a  full  regi.nent  as 
gari  isoU|thc  forts  are  now  occupietl  by  a  sin- 
gle ordinance  '"sefgeant.  The  old  dilaniditt  d 
custom  house,  which  served  as  quarters  for 
the  command  while  in  New  Orleans,  now 
presents  a  far  difl'erent  appearance  having 
been  altered  and  completed  in  fine  siyle.  The 
interior  finish  and  decorauons  are  magni- 
ficen  t. 

The  Union  soldiers  who  have  settled  in  this 
section  of  the  country  maintain  their  identity 
by  the  organization  of  ex-soldicrs'  associa- 
tions. Grand  Army  of  the  l{tpublie,  etc.  Tne 
annual  conimcmoi  ation  in  honor  of  ihe  i  a- 
tion's  dead  heroes  on  the  3i)th  day  of  May,  is 
a  marked  event  in  the  Crescent  City,  and  the 
exercises  on  that  day  as  well  as  the  decoration 
of  graves  in  the  national  cemetery  :it  Chal- 
mette,  are  participated  in  by  federal  and  con- 
federate alike.  Animosities  engender  d  by 
■  the  late  war  have  well  nigh  disappeared,  anil 
the  lederal  soldier  is  respected  in  this  com- 
munity according  to  his  status  as  an  honora- 
ble citizen. 

in  conclusion,  I  beg  you  will  saj  to  my  old 
comrades  that  tfiere  is  no  period  of  my  life 
which  I  can  more  proudly  refer  to  than  that 
during  which  1  served  with  the  ol  i  iGth.  1 
trust  that  I  may  meet  you  all  at  a  subsequent 
I  reunion.  I  remain  yours  very  truly. 
I  A.  o.  Badger. 
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AVhcii  cij;;!!-,-  had 
|b<H':i  ifaclicd,  I'lt'siticnt  Rc^-.i  rappiid  Ww, 
jfompMiiy  to  onltT.  H.'  thjuikitl  his 
'friends  lor  the  honor  conlcrrcd  on  hiiu  at, 
ihf  liii-iincss  nieetiiij;-,  mid  said  he  shotild 
try  to  look  well  to  the  Interests  of  the 
a'^soi  iallon,  lie  alluded  r»>  tlie  pleasure 
of  nieetinj:  old  eunirades  jifter  the  lapse 
of  jenrs.  and  as  he  wished  to  hear  f  rom 
them  all,  \voMld  tM  lni^-  hi.s  own  remarks  to 
a  sptM'd^  (•los4\  First,  h<)vvever  he  would 
,  li»ir'.'du<'e  some  of  his  <;uests,  who  had 
I  not  hi'on  ot)li;;e«t  to  retire.  ;  • 

CoMliADK  (  IIA.S.  II.  Fl  lA.VUt  '^^ 

I  s-aid  speeehmal<in;>-  was  out  of  his  line  of 
I  business,  hut  he  had  been  much  inttMf  sieil 
'  in  tlie  ♦•xeroist's  of  tiie  day  and   ttid  tlie 
vitsitors  a  hearty  weleonie  to  Frainin>>- 
hant,  promising  that  if  all  was  well,  their 
vi-it  livir  next  year  sJionld  he  a  pleasant 
1  one. 

I  i:k\  .  u .  \v.  n.\^ w  Ani) 

extended  cordial  {jreelin;;  and  \va>i  ;>lad 
of  the  privilege  .  to  stand  anion;^  the.sc 
veteians,  as  it  was  also  his  privile;;e  to 
stand  Willi  others  in  the  aruiy.  lie  rem- 
einhered  that  the  litt  le  les.s  than  a  hundred 
who  were  present  represented  1-J(MI  or 
i:!(MI.  Where  are  the  rest?  What  is 
more  hearty  to-day  than  a  .M)ldiei"s  wel- 
conie":  \  on  have  drank  fronj  the  s^mie 
canteen  and  shared  the  last  crust  tof'eth- 
er.  It  is  a  soldier's  privilei-c  to  ^rumhlc. ; 
hut,  dill  you  ever  know  a  soldier  to  ^rum- 
hie  at  jroin<;- into  action,  or  at  .sacrilicing; 
hi<  life  oven  in  such  a  holy  cau.-e?  Hut 
tho-c  (lark  days  are  |iast  and  now  I'eace, 
succt  I't-ace  is  w  i[li  us.  In  conclusion  I 
hope  you  will  all  conies  here  apun  next 
year,  for  there  are  no  truer  hearts  than 
here.  ^ 
(  AI'TAIN  Cvin  .s   I'AUK  O 

of    Bedford^   an   olij  captain     ip  tlie 


;  militia  in  aCTi-bellum  days,  andvwho  was 
jcuinpauv  cdjjk  in  tlie^2(:ih,^was^  then  in- 
:trinlueed.  (Vapt.  Hafi^, '#l»o  is  Mie  oldest 
I  inemhor  of  the  assfn-iation,  t)eing  over  SO 
fyear.s  of  a/j-e,  soon  gave  evidence  that 
he  .still  retained  the  fire  of  other  days, 
and  his  remarks  excited  his  hearers  to 
roars  of  lau.:;hter.  He  said  '^Whenever 
we  see  our  old  eorniades,  we  expect  to 
see  a  Jolly  set.  and  so  we  are.  There  is 
no  country  like  this  and  no  estate  ahead  of 
Massachusetts.  VVa.shintrton  had  said 
that  Mas5achus<'tts  soldieri;  always  stood 
tiieir  ground.  We  find  the  soldier  hoys 
.ilways  unite. I.  Sometimes  oui-  reli;;ious 
hodies  aie  torn  with  dissensions,  hut  we, 
never.  W'e  love  jj-ockI  f»Ho\vship.  If  ac 
could  have  fifty  sucii  occasions  as  thi> 
within  a  year,  and  hav«  the  fioverinnenl 
pay  the  expenses,  I  would  like  it.  I  well 
icmemher  when  Gen.  Lafayette  was  in 
Uoston  sixty-two  years  ao^o.  I  hope  we 
shall  all  n)eet  here  next  year. 

CO.MKADK  VVOIJDKLL  ^Jh 

was  next  introduced  as   one   who,  .since 
Sept.  l<)th,   ism,   lirtd   never   met  with 
them,  and  ln-in<r  the    last   to   see  Color^^ 
Hearer    John    \.     Brown   alive,  .Mr, 
Wordell     was     received    with  token- 
of    pleasure.     IJe  •rave  a    skel»-h  of 
his  experience,    telling     how   he  was' 
wounded    an»i  Jtakeu     pri.«oner.  Ile| 
referred  to   the   terrilde   exjierience  at 
Winchester,  ami  how,  seemg  Tapt.  Bradv' 
lying  on  the  ground,  terrihiy  wounded, 
he  should  never  forget  the  expression  of' 
hij  face  if  he  lived  one  thou-ymd  years. 
Wrnarrated  how  the  brave.  Color  .Ser- 
geant Brow  n  of  ( 'o.  E.,  lay  near   him  in 
the  hospital,  wounded   nnto  death  and 
how  he  finally  died.    He  .^poke   of  com- 
rade Swift,  who.  while  in  hospital  dug  a 
grave   in    which   he   burrieil   his  pii>e.' 
ere<tinir  a    stone   at   the  head.  When 
jokinirly  told  that  he   might    h*-  dljrglng 
his  own  grave,  he  little  thought  th;il  the 
joking  ailusion  would  be  fulfilled  proph- 
wv. 


l*ltj;,s|l)l  NT  Kl.KO 
here  rc;ul  a  letter  fiom  (  apt.  VV.  II.  May 
of  the  4 '<>nfederat<'  ai'iny,  ri'ceivetl  not 
louii  ago. in  which  <  'apt.  .May  narrated  Ihc 
ciicumsiaiK'cs  of  the  morl.al  wounding  of 
S<'igeatit  Brow  n  by  hi>  men,  and  Ihc  sid>- 
senner.l  capture  of  the  llag,sayinglhat  they 
took  no  crtnlil  lor  s<icnriug  the  Hag  from 
such  a  gallant  defender.  <  'apt  . .May  relateil 
in  hi>  Idler  the  m.'iiiner  in  '<vhich  his  nicn 
hastily  built  .1  III  t  Ic^lireasiwork  of  feiK'c 
rails  around  ilieii  gallant  foe.  Sergeant 
Blow  n,  to  pioif<'i  him  as  he  lay  from 
Hying  bullel  -.  and  how  when  ftils  was 
gradually  battered  dow  n,  lhe\-  removed 
him  to  .•inotbcr  placi' of  safely. 

< '<)itr()i{Ai.  Booth    /"^  , 
of  the  color  guard,  next  gave  an  iiit<!resl- 
ing  narrati\e  of  how  he  tried  to  !?ave  the 
flag  and    wIkmi   about   to   be  captured  j 
himself,  he  threw  it  with  all  his  strength  1 
tow  ards  his  own  lines ;  of  how  he  was 
ca[)tured  and  placed  in  l.ibby  prison  with 
five  hundixHi  other  unfortunates;  of  how, 
bei'ause  on  one  occasion   they  refused  to 
inform  on  one  at  their  numb<>r,  they  were 
all  deprived  for  three  days   of  anything 
loe.it.    Of. the  twelve  men  in   his  color 
guard  in   the   battle,  one  other  hesides 
himself,  he   believed,  escaped  alive,  and 
the  other  man,  Mc.\ Ulster,  lost  a  leg^. 

COI..  VKlMtlXOTOX,  -ff, 

who  was  next  called  for,  res|)onded  in 
a  few  remarks,  saying  that  he  left  the 
2(;ih  in  lSf).'{  to  takei'oinmand  of  a  colored 
regiment. 

rO-MIiADK  KA1.CUM,        ^  / 

of  .\shland,  v^as  happy  in  meeting  Ids 
comrades,  and  h.iped  the  report  of  this 
h;.ppy  oecasii.n  would  mi.  h  . ill  who 
had  not  aitendeil,  .mimJ  li.-  i)ronii-.fd  hi.' 
best  efforts  towards  making  next  j  e^-.- 
reunioii  a  jdea^ural^le  .K-<-aMon.  l'lut\o 
been  Ihiiikiug  of  the  !u;iiiy  not  wiiL  us. 
I  think  of  ("ol.  Far.  I  indieve  ;iiJ  !he 
regiment  loved  him  ;  and  the  nieniorv  of 
Dr.  Ilradt  is  held  in  giaieful  remfn,- 
Jminee  b>-jis  all.  It  was  starc<y>ch;a  Uie 
New  York  Weekly  Tribune  of  October 
20,  1864,  gave  a  fiyc  eolurnn  article  in 
reference  to  the  action  of  the  2,6ih  i>gi- 
nicut,  and  i£  was  voted  that  the  s.Hne  L>e 
obtained,  if  pos.siblc,  and  i-ead  at  ihi: 
next  reuidon. 

MU.  F.  C.  STKAKXS, 

one  of  Framinghain's  sele(.-tineii  during 
I  the   war,  was  intnxiuct^  a?  one  who 
j  looked  to  the  interests   of  the  widows 
■Jind   ori)hans   then.     Mr.    Stearns  ex- 
j  pre.ssed  thanks   for   the   invitation  ex- 
I  tended  him  to  speak,  but  thought  this 
I  was  a  place  where  only   soldiers  could 
si»eak.    He   referred  pleasantly  to  his 
ti  il»  to  the  Shenandoah  Valley  two  years 
ago  with  the  veterans,   ;ind  hoi>e<i  they 
would  all  l)e  sp,ire<l  to  nu-et  here  another 
year. 

<h)wi:adk  .sawtkllk,  V(;/ /3 
of  the  26th,  and  now  a  resident  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  r#\t  called  for.  He  .sjiid  that 
[he  was  never  taken  a  prisoner  by  the 
Kebs,  but  he  was  capture<l  by  a  pair  of 
black  eyes,  and  returning  south  after 
rbe  war  he  had  .settled  down  among  his 
old  foes  and  built  up  a  happy  home,  flc 
e\pre<s,.,i  his  great  ple^isure  at  l>eing 
present  and  promi.sed  a  soldier's  we.l- 
i  ome  to  all  his  brothers  who  might  call 
on  him  ,it  his  southern  home.  ^ 

CAl-TAIX  ItKADV,  ^ 

Fall  Kiver's  popular  collects,  wa.s 
greeted  with  enthusiasm.  He  .sai»i  it 
was  useless  for  him  to  attempt  a  spee<.'h, 
but  it  was  a  great  gratification  to  be 
present.  Since  1h79,  when  he  joined  the 
association,  he  had  not  missed  a  single 
reunion,  and  he  expfe<H#d  to  be  pre.senc 
at  each  future, one. 


'.AI-rAIN  ASNAHKl. 

said  that  now  that  the  big  guns  had  f)een 
fired  and  the  small  shot  was  iK-in;: 
brought  out,  he  found  himself  all  re.idy 
to  s^iy  a  word.  He  noticed  that  n^<^U 
of  the  coinj)any  had  left  their  top  hair 
at  home.  Were  they  growing  old*  He 
alluded  to  the  pas.sjige  from  HonUm  to 
Ship  Island  in  transports,  and  particular- 
ly remembered  Lieut.  Verrington  doubIe<l 
up  over  the  rail  throwing  fuo<l  to  the 
fishes.  The  Lieutenant  was  dtKid«>illy 
of  the  opinion  that  the  man  who  wrot#. 
"Life  on  the  Ocean  Wuve,"'  whs  h  M:,y 
deceiver.  He  quoted  with  pride  the 
ing  of  (ien.  Phelj.s  as  lie  view.tf  il',^ 
2(ith,  'There  goes  the  Ixwt  drilled  aii>l 
best  di-eiplined  reginienl  In  the  (iuif  .le- 

I'.'irtllieiil ." 

<;uiII;Al>K  1!A>  KS 

related  a  little  foraging  adv-Muure  in 
which  a  young  pig  figured  prou.inen! iy. 

CO  I. ox  1. 1,  rilAIKAN 

being  ealled  for,  i^^l  Jjc  wa.-  happv  lo 
look  into  all  iheir  face.-,  and  .-h-u  tbe,,. 
looking  HO  well.  We  he.e  repr.-M-ni 
2o00  men,  and  1  think  tld=  galherin-r 
-hows  one  hundmi  as  tine  \>,.>khy_:  j,,^]^, 
a.s  can  h(;  founti^iii  .Nfiddles^-x  c(.ui4>.  • 

<;AfTAI\  HOI  (JHToy       /  " 

Mid  he  was  not  loa.led  bur  was  ple,a=.c.d 
to  be  prej*enr.  He  referrf^l  to  rapt. 
Brady,  who.  although  .shot  1,,  five  \n-M-^.-> 
Hiidhisthioh  bone  broken,  mainlainetl 
undaunted  courage,  and  thai  pulled  him 
through.  He  made  the  boys  laugh  bv 
recalling  an  incident  showing  Captain 
Brady's  grit.  When  shot  all  to  piece.s, 
as  it  .s<>emed.  and  when  others  thouglit 
bis  end  was  near,  he  astonished  them  all 
by  hailing  the  nur.se  and  blultly  asking 
if  it  wasn't  about  time  for  supper;  and 
now,  though  the  captain  looks  the  most 
venerable,  his  young  heait  bids  fair  to 
carry  him  beyond  the  rest  of  us  in  time. 
It  is  .sad  now  to  look  ahe^id  until  we  see 
the  last  survivor  attending  one  of  these 
reunions  alone. 

\  CAJ'TAIN  HALI, 

s<iw\(uite  a  contnLst  U^tweeu  this  day 
and  th^  18th  of  October,  I8ti2,  and  tbe 
questi.j»^  i-ame  home,  "Where  are  the 
boys  ofWher  days'.?"  He  thoroughly 
enjoyed  tlie  day  and  hoped  t-o  meet  witJi 
all  ;inc)ther  year. 

.■«KI«iKANT  STKBBIN^ 

felt  great  joy  in  being  picsieiit.  and  8i>oke 
■■  \em  of  eulogy  of  the  Vetenms. 


in 


•'N\hal  if  we  are  a  little  vain  of  oui 
n-cord'r  Sncli  vanity  incites  us  to  good 
deeds.  The  good  soldier  makes  a  good 
citizen.  While  one  by  one  the  Veterans 
fall  by  th<'  wayside,"  the  few  that  are 
left  have  more  influence  than  before.'' 

Keferenei?  w  as  made  to  {3o\.  .Tones,  to 
whom  the  regiment  owmI  as  muuh  a.s  to 
any  other  man  for  the  di.seiplin^  and 
morale,  and  it  was  unanimously  voted  to 
.send  Col.  Jones,  who  is  now  Lieut.  Gov. 
of  the  state  of  New    '^'ork,  greeting's. 
A   vote  of  thanks    was  uniCiiniously 
passed  to  Capt.  W.  H.  May,  of  Benton, 
-Via.,  tor  his  kindness  to  color  .S*n-geant 
Brown,  and  an  invit.ation  to  attend  the 
next  reunion  of  the  regiment,    'i'he  same 
vote  and  invitation  was  passed  and  ex- 
tended  to  (  apt.   Bradbury  of  the  1st 
Maine  battery,  to  whose  brave  assistance 
in  covering  their  retreat  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  the   regin.ent  owed  m.inv 
lives.    As  the  aft/>rnoon  grew   lale,  anil 
as  most  of  the  veterans  had  a  Ion--'  wav 
■tf>  go  to  reach  home,the  18th  reunion  wa's 
brought  to  a  close.     Frainiinrham  h.H.s 
cause  to  be  [iroud  tfiat  the  <.ld  ^fiih 
lected  this  spot  for  its  rallying  groouJ 
and  that  in  the  person  of  Lieut,  t^eo.  .\' 
j  Keefl.  she  has  been   honored   with  tlie 
I  presidency  of  the  assin-iatiou  for  the  en- 
Isuinsyear.    Next  v-ear   we    will  u»An 
\  extend  cordial  welcome  to  the  \'<hs.  " 


^^^<i^-^^    y^r^.  ^aUlW 
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^^^^^-^     X^^^  ^^f^S^y 


^^^^^  (^^^^.ifz^iyi^^i^  ^^^'^  — 


-ut.     .ASSU  Kli«»e^  A^!S6CIATltMs 
!^ciitli  Kranifn^tinm,  Oct.  Is,  1SJ*7.' 
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H.  fatcli  lins  ijecii  calk  ct  liom  this  lite,  to  realms 
t'l  peace  ali<)\«'. 

WllKitKAS,  —  As  an  lionm'ary  nicmbci-  of  tlio 
a-50eiation,  \vc  liav.'  liccn  hnuiglit  into  llic  most 
pleasant  ami  iraternal  relations  with  Iiini. 

UES()I,^•!.I),— Tluit  we  shall  miss  him  as  a  com- 
I'ade  and  eomiiauion.  No  more  shall  \vc  listen  to 
his  patriotic  utterances,  inspirinj;-  us  in  our  devo- 
tion to  the  old  rtatf,  wliieli  he  honored  so  well  and 
sacrificed  so  much  to  >ave. 

l!l-;S()l,vti>.  — 'I'hat  we  hnmhly  how  to  the  will 
of  Him  who  rnletli  overall,  ami  doeth  all  lliiMg>i 
well.  That  we  can  say  of  our  late  comrade, he  has 
answered  the  la<t  roll,  taps  have  been  sciundeil, 
and  to-day  he  sleeps  ii  soltder's  sleep,  awaiting' 
lor  the  coming' morn,  when  the  reveille  will  beat, 
and  he  will  awaken  to  .join  in  that  j;rand  review 
and  reunion  above. 

l!i;soi.\  i:i>,  —  That  we  remember  the  widow  in 
!  her  deep  aillietion,  and  that  a  copy  of  these  Hes- 
olntions  be  forwarded  to  her  as  an  expression  of 
o«r  symi)atliy  in  this,  her  sail  hour  of  iloidile  be- 
_jeat.eni§jjt. 


^  /VJ?r^^   .^^^^-^^  y^^^I^     ^^^y^^^  A4^A^^^ 


j^^'iyu^^  cM/rft^  ^^n^A^T^  ^.^^^^e^?-^ 


y 


y^7^^ /5U^u^   .^^^(^^ /T^c^ 


/y 


0 


// 


/7 


// 
// 
// 

// 

/I 
// 

// 
// 


Jjy^  /9j^>  mi  ^^^^^^ 


.  7" 


0 

A 
// 

// 


179 


// 
// 

// 
// 

n 


A3 


'J'lu'  Ini^iness  meeting-  being;  concluded 
the  veterans  niarehed  over  to  tiie  grounds 
in  front  of  tlie  Ilaptist  oluirch  where  Ihev 
\\cre  pilot ograplicd  in  abod}-.  Iteturning 
to  the  ball. the  line  was  formed  lor  a  sliort 
march  through  the- village.  The  line  w  as 
headed  by  IheKlniwood  Fife,  I>riim  and 

lUigle  Corps.,  Conn'ade  Cico.  {).  lient  lead- 
ing as  niarslial.  In  the  line  was  Cien.  J. 
G.  Foster  Post  (.i.  A.  11.  and  the  Hons  of 
Veterans,  followed  bj'  the  association  and 
invited  guests.  A  few  decorations  were 
noticed  upon  the  route.  As  the  column 
passed  the  house  of  the  late  Comrade 
J'atch,  all  heads  were  uncovered.  ^V  hile 
the  men  had  been  occupied  with  their 
business  the  ladies  had  taken  possession 
of  ^Ir.  Cooney's'new  large  livery  stable, 
wliich  had  been  kindly  offered  them  for 
the  occasion,  and  had  spread  tables  with 
places  for  about  200  hungry  men  with 
such  a  variety  of  tempting  rations  tliat 
we  fo-bear  enumeration.  AN'hen  the  col- 
umn airived  at  the  improvised  banquet 
hall,  which  was  decorated  with  large 
tiags,  the  dinner  w  as  ready  and  so  w  ere 
the  ladies.  ^\'hen  all  had  been  seated 
Chaplain  J  lay  ward  invoked  the  Divine 
blessing  and  then  the  clatter  of  knives 
and  forks  began.  When  the  phjsical  ap- 
petites had  been  appeased  the  speeches 
began.  I'resident  fieed  called  the  coni- 
panj-  to  order  and  called  first  ujwn  Com- 
rade Geo.  O.  Bent,  to  whose  labors  the 
company  was  largely  indebted  for  the 
p'.easavit  entertainment. 

rtjVlK.VDIC  -.'iKNr 

said:    In  behalf  of  I'ost  lll.'i  1  welcome 
this  association  to-day.    N\  hen  you  came 
here  last  year  we  hardly  knew  you  were 
coming  or  just  w  hat  to  expect,  but  to-day 
we  thought  we  would  do  a  little  some- 
thig  in  recognition  of  what  you  have 
I  done  in  the  past.    I'hery  year  your  ranks 
I  are  growing  thiinier,  and  we  may  never 
[  meet  again  but  it  is  best  on  these  occa- 
sions to  have  as  good  a  time  as  possible. 
I  bid  you  welcome  to  oiu'  to\vn. 

SKI.IX'TMAX  AM)  COMItADIC  C  I.OVKS 

'  next  responded,  lie  said  speech  making 
was  not  in  lii>  power,  and  wlien  he  saw 
these  men  inarch  in  lie  thought  no  words 
of  his  could  do  them  credit.  He  wel- 
comed them  on  behalf  of  the  town. 

rresident  IJeed  said  there  was  one  man 
present,  who,  altbougli  not  a  comrade, 

I  was  good  enough  to  be  one.  lie  was  a 
good  man  as  bis  name  indicated  and  liis 
name  was 

>i;i.i:c iM AN  (;i)oi>i.i,i.. 
Mr.  tioodell  thought  that  what  he 
might  say  on  such  an  occasion  as  this 
would  be  of  but  little  interest  but  he  ad- 
mired the  boys  in  blue,  and  said  tliat  the 
record  these  men  had  made  placed  'hem 
in  a  position  to  be  em  ied.  He  hoped  that 
a  kind  I'rovidence  would  deal  bountifully 
with  lbe;n  and  lengthen  out  their  lives. 


IMtKSIDKXT  l!i:i',l> 

said  the  chairman  of  the  .selectmen  was 
unavoidably   absent   from   town.  Last 
spring  this  town  elected  three  (i.  A.  1!. 
men  on  her  board  of  live  selectmen, and  as 
one  of  them,  he  extended  hearty  greet-  1 
ings  to  them  all.    Framingliam  alw.ays  i 
held  out  liearty  welcomes  to  the  veterans. 
If  there  is  a  comrade  here  who  has  not 
joined  the  G.  A.  1!.  I  advise  him  to  do  so.  I 
Vou  se(>  what  our  home  i)Ost  and  the  j 
l-adie.s"  Itelief  Corps  have  done.    I  am  \ 
too  full  to  say  all  I  should  like  t<>.  ! 

(.'OMi!Ai>i':  ('iiA>.  II.  iri.i.i.i;  j 
of  Tost  ICi.'i  was  the  next  siieaker.    He  j 
raised  ap|>lause  at  the  outset  by  sayin2;:j 
^■  our  president  says  he  is  tidl :   well,  1 
am  a  little  Fuller."  I  told  you  last  year  1 
that  if  you  haihrt  stole  a  march      us  ' 
we  could  give  you  a  proper  reception  :uk1 
1  pi'omiscd  you  one  this  year.  We  extend 
you  to-day  a  soldiers"  welcome  and  there's  j 
no  other"  welcome  like  that.    \Vc  greet  j 
you  and  hope  that  luture  i-ennions  will  i 
tie  attendecl  in  as  full  ranks  as  to-day.  | 
i  ,Mi.  Fuller  was  interrupted  in  the  middle  i 
of  bis  remarks  l)y  President  IJeed  \x  ho  i 
had  noticed  the  arrival,  on  crutches  of 

COM.VIANDI'.i;  flllNNI'.V 

of  Post  Kio.  .\s  Capt.  Phinney  entered 
three  cheers  were  called  for  him  ami  they 
\\ere  given  with  a  vim  and  clinched  with  \ 
a  "tiger."  Capt.  Phinnej'  said  he  w  as 
glad  to  welcome  the  men  of  this  associa- 
tion. Soldiers  are  different  from  other 
men.  We  greet  each  other  differentlv 
and  with  a  warm  sympathy.  Fraternity 
is  one  of  our  grand  princi|iles.  A\  liere- 
e\  er  I  have  ever  been  among  soldiers  I 
have  been  treated  in  tliat  same  sjiirit.  I 
see  we  liave  with  us  to-day  the  sons  of 
the  veterans.  These  are  to  take  our 
places  w  hen  we  go.  The  ladies,  too,  we 
appreciate.  No  one  knows  how  much  we 
owe  them.  I  am  glad  to  see  other  invited ' 
guests  here  too.  While  1  cannot  speak 
as  1  would  like,  my  heart  o\  erllow  s  w  itli 
fr.iternal  feeling  for  you  all. 

(iiAfi.AiN  K.  s.  wiii;i:i.i;i;. 
the  popular  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church, 
was  the  next  speaker,  lie  heartily  wel- 
comed them  all.  When  he  saw  the  asso- 
ciation march  up  to  his  chiu'ch  door  to 
have  their  picture  taken  he  was  on  the 
point  of  rejoicing  at  so  large  an  accession 
to  his  church.  lie  remembered  to-day 
with  ]>leasure,  how,  as  a  school  boy,  he 
had  been  inspired  to  enter  a  Xew  S'ork 
regiment  and  go  to  the  war.  1  wasn't 
born  in  Massachusetts.  They  didn't  con- 
sult me  about  that.  Probably  if  they 
had  1  should  have  chosen  this  state,  but 
1  was  born  Just  over  the  line,  where 
wooden  nutmegs  are  made.  1  spent  a 
year  in  the  service  at  Port  Hudson,  and 
most  of  the  white  soldiers  there  were 
3Iassachusetts  men.  When  the  world 
wants  a  gooil,  safe,  outside  jiicket  line 
they  need  only  to  call  on  .Massachusetts. 
We  ajipreciate  the  ladies  and  their  work. 


May  the  best  of  blessings  go  with  x  on 
and  when  you  come  here  again  come 
right  up  to  the  front  of  the  Baiitist 
church  and  you'll  liiid  the  minister  there 
with  outstretched  hands  to  receive  you. 

Mr.  AVheeler  then  .sang  the  .solo  to 
"Marching  through  Georgia,"  all  joining 
in  the  chorus  and  Miss  A.  M.  Iliitchins 
presiding  at  the  organ.    The  secretary 
then  read  a  letter  fi'om  Capt.  Cook  of 
North  Brooklield,  a  letter  from  J.  W. 
McMillan  of  Washington,   1).  C,  late 
Brigadier  General  of  volunteers,  and  a 
telegraiii  from  Pieut.-Governor  Jones  of 
Xew  Voik,  w  ho  was  formerlv  colonel  of 
the  regiment.  I'resident  Pecd'then  c.illed 
on  one  of  the  old  comrades,  w  ho,  at  Win- 
chester, led  his  men  and  knew'  no  feai'. 
He  is  no  speech  maker,  jjcihaps,  but  he's 
an  awful  good  lighter.  His  name  is  Capt. 
Fletcher.     Capt.  Fletcher's  name  was 
greeted  with  ajiplause,  but  lie  declined  to 
speak.    President  Peed  .said  there  was 
another  good  man  here,  and  he's  alwavs 
good  to  the  ladies.    He  had  been  left  on  j 
the  battlelield  at  AVinchester  to  die,  shot 
almost  to  pieces.    One  leg  was  taken  off ' 
and  when  the  doctors  were  going  to  take  1 
off"  the  other  one  he  told  them  to  hold  on  1 
and  give  him  a  chance.    'i"he  ladies  of 
Winchester  took  good  care  of  him.  how- j 
ever,  and  finally  nursed  him  through  and  i 
brought  him  back  to  life  and  he  liad  never 
forgotten  them.    His  name  is  ! 

(  Al'T.  liltAlJV. 

Capt.  Brady  responded  by  saying  that 
w  hen  he  left  home  in  the  morning  he  did  I 
not  expect  to  bo  treated  in  this  way. 
AVe've  received  treatment  to-day  beyond 
our  expectations.    Speaking  for  myself  j 
and  comjades  1  feel  we  are  ileeply  grate- 1 
Jul  for  it.     \yinl,e  theiqii^A  copornrs  j 
guard  of  tis  left  we  will  stanff  l)v  the  old 
flag.  '  I 

■];t:i'i;i;si:NTATi\  !■:  coxaxt  of  a(  tdx  , 
was  next  introduced  as  one  who.although  ] 
not  a  soldier,  was  tlie  soldier's  friend. 
He  put  through  the  last  legislature  tlie ! 
Acton  soldiers'  bounty  bill,  and  he  made  ' 
many  a  i)oor"  soldier  happy.    I  welcome 
him  to-day  and'  am  proud  to  introduce 
Luther   Coiiant.     Mr.  Conant  ,«aid  he 
liardly  knew  what  to  saj-  after  so  compli- 
mentary an  introduction.    I  am  here  bv 
reason  of  faith  rather  than  woiks:  faitii 
that  3l.issachusetts  would  not  do  injustice 
to  the  men  who  stood  between  \\>  \-  and 
the  rebel  army.    In  looking  u))  tne  matter 
of    reenlistmeiits    in    the  field,  I   have  I 
found  that  the  ^((th  Mass.  furnished  the  ' 
most,  and  tliai  Caj-t.  Brady's  company  j 
furnished  the  most  of  any  compauv. 
These  men  reinlisted  in  the  face  of  Hie 


ciiC'iny,  anil  if  s  .i  tribute  to  their  l)raver}'  • 
iiiid  patiiotisin.  I  liope  yoifll  coDtiime 
ll)e.«e  leiuiioiis.  1  believe  it  is  due  to  one 
of  your  number  tluit  tln^  last  pig  in  the 
Slicnandoiili  valley  raine  in  anil  sui'ren- 
(li  reil  himself.  [  .\])|)lause,j  Mr.  Coiiani, 
called  on  ( 'omrade  Luke  Smitli  to  stand 
up  thai  he  nii-iht^be  seen.  A  man  74 
years  old  and  whose  fathei-  fought  in  the 
devolution.  (  onant  said  that  when  j 

ill  this  village  la-i  it  .w  as  at  the  funeral 
of  George  II.  I'ati  h,  a  private  buried  wiih 
all  the  honors  of  a  Major  (Jcneral.  in 
all  liis  work  ac  thi'  State  house  he  always 
got  a  word  of  eneonragement  from  Mr. 
I'ateh.  He  was  a  man  who  always  <i(>od 
l)y  soldiers  i-very wheic.  It  was  my 
honor  to  introduce  him  at  .\cton,  the  last 
time  he  ever  spoke  in  publii'. 

1..  V  .  \  i  I. ><.>., 

ot    Framinghnm.  w  as  introduced  as  a  na- 
tive of  .\cton  and  responded  i)leasantlv.  | 
lie  honored  no  men  higlier  than  the  brave  ! 
men  who  fought,  theii- country's  battles. 
He  liked  to  meet  them  and  be  wi'.h  them.  , 

COMIJAKK  ltIClI.\I!l)S<)N 

of  Lowell  was  ne.\t  introduced  and  his 
wit  provoked  yells  of  laughter.    He  said 
lie  haa  been  enjoying  these  speeches,  but 
some  of  the   remarks  liad  struck  him 
iiueerly.    AVhen'referenee  had  been  made  j 
to  robbing  hen  roosts  he  noticed  the  only 
man  who  blushed  w  as  the  Baptist  minis- 1 
tci-.    Mr.  Wheeler  ipiickly  responded  that  \ 
j  it  was  a  hopeful  sign  when  a  man  coidd  | 
I  blush.    L'ontinuing,  Mr.  IJichardson  said 
j  that  ("apt.  Flctclier  should  iecei\  e  no 
i  credit  for  being  a  brave  nnin.    He  was  so 
fat  lie  coukhrt  run  and  w  hat  else  could  , 
I  he  do  then  but  stay  and  tight,    (  apt. 
i  IJrady  had  been  called  a  ladies'  man.  but , 
i  such  a  man  as  he  didn't  deserve  so  com-  I 
I  plimentary  a  term  apiilied  to  him.    At ' 
this  ('apt.  Krady  [irotested,  to  the  amuse- 
ment of  his  comrades,  declaring  he  w  ovdd 
not  sit  still  and  be  abused  so.    But  Coui- 
j  rade  lUchardson  replied :     I  love  you 
I  Capt.  I>rady  :  I  love  you  dearly,  but  I've 
got  the  advantage  of  you  now  and  I'm 
going  to  sji.'ak  vigh:  out.    A  man.  shot 

almost  to  pieces  at  \Vinchester,bnt  nursed  I 
to  life  by  a  lady  there,  who  would  return 
home  and  dally  over  it  and  put  oiV  paying 
the  debt  for  :>•")  years  befoi-e  returning  to 
marry  the  girl,  don't  deserve  much  con- 
sideration. 1  feel  proud  to-day  because  I 
was  one  with  you  in  those  dark  days 
wlien  the  country  was  saved.  Wlien  we 
look  back  to  the  ilay  we  enlisted  and  re- 
\  icw  the  days  which  followed,  no  one 
has  a  l  ight  to  be  more  proud  than  wO. 
South  Framingham  may  well  be  ))i  oud  of 
the  entertainment  i>rovided  to-day.  This 
is  the  very  best  w  e  have  ever  had.  Mr. 
President,  I  move  the  thanks  of  the  2(!th 
regimental  association  be  extended  to 
Tost  U;:i,  to  the  Ladies  Relief  Corps  and 
the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  tliis  place.  The 
motion  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote,  and 
tlnee  cheers  and  a  tiger  were  given  for  I 
the  corps  and  the  camp. 

i.ir.i  T.  >i  ai:k \vHATiii:i; 
was  introduced  in  a  c()m plimentary  way 
and  hajipily  l  esponded.  He  said  such  a 
reception  as  this— taking  us  right  home, 
as  it  w  ere — is  a  revelation.  The  toil  and 
labor  of  the  ladies  deserve  our  tlianks. 

.V  telegram  was  sent  to  Cien.  McISIillan 
and  another  receivecl  from  H.  I'.  Hood  of 
Indianapolis.  Secretary  I'phani  read  an 
extract  from  a  tile  of  the  New  York  Tril^ 
v»f  describing  the  light  at  Winchester. 
The  song  "Tramp,  Tramp,  Tramp,"  was 
then  sung.  Mr.AVheeler  carrvin^  the  solo. 


y  .       .CAl'T.   I.,   i;.   l.ANDV  : 

the  State's  representative  at  the  South 
Krumingham  muster  ticld  and  arsenal  was 
tlie  next  speaker.  He  paid  a  tribute  to 
Cien.  Grover,  under  <vhoni  he  served  and 
liad  been  sorry  to  learn  a  short  time  ago 
that  he  had  crossed  the  dark  river.  He 
welcomed  the  association  to  the  tow  n. 

(HAI'l.AIN  IIAYWAItH 

was  the  next  speaker.    He  said  a  year 
ago  I  was  your  guest :  to-da\'  you  are 
ours  and  we  greet  you.    It  has  been  niy 
piivilege  to  inarch  to-day  and  keep  step 
w  ith  heroes  w  ho  have  stood  for  truth  and 
the  right.    There's  a  tie  that  unites  sol- 
diers that  never  can  be  broken.  I  thouglil 
to-day  I  never  saw  a  nobler  set  of  men. 
The  lime  is  coming  when  we  shall  know 
each  other  no  more,  but  to-day  we  are 
"the  boys,"  and  we  feel  like  the  bpys 
marching  to  the  music  of  the  I'uion.  If 
I  desire  anything,  it  is  this  :    That  when 
I  shall  be  called  away  niy  body.may  be  i 
w  rapped  in  the  glorious  stais  aiul  stripes  | 
and  gently  laid  away  by  my  old  com-  ] 
rades.    Since  last  year,  when  we  listenetl  | 
to  one  old  veteran  esteemed  by  all,  he  has  j 
passed  away.    He  of  the  silver  tongue, 
the   soldier'^   cliamiiion.  the  generous 
I'ateh.  has  also  left  us.    We  thought  last 
^  ear  he  would  be  here  to-day  to  welcome 
you.     But  he's  gone.     ^'ou  know  the 
rest.    May  w  e  each 

"So  live  that  when  <iiir  ^mnlll<lll:^  cotnos  to  Join  j 
The  iniiiinifi'alili;  i'iira\aii  tliat  rnov'o.r 
To  till'  pale  realms  or  sliail<',\vliei-i' each  shall  take  j 
Mis  cliainber  in  Iho  silent  halls  ol  ileath,  | 
We  not  like  llu'  (|iiarry  shn  e  at  ni.ihl,  I 
S'-ourgcil  to  his  ilun;;con,  hut  su^laintd  and 
sOOtllCll." 

In  everv  future  coiillict  w  ith  the  w  rong 
w  iiiiKUi  is  to  stand  side  by  side  and  shoul- 
der to  shoulder  w  ith  iis.  May  we  meet 
again  another  yeai-. 

I.IKI  T.  KOr.lN^ON 

said  he  had  never  been  to  but  one  of  these 
reunions  before  for  he  had  been  in  other 
jiarts  of  the  country,  but  he  w  as  heartily 
glad  to  be  present  at  this  time  and  to  see 
those  whom  he  had  not  seen  since  the 
war.  He  recalled  a  leminiscence  of  Shij) 
Island  w  hen;  the  Hag  stall' was  erected. 

CO.MUADK  HAI.COM 

of  -Vshland  was  the  last  speaker.  He  re- 
gretted the  time  was  so  short,  that  so 
manj-  had  been  obliged  to  leave  iind  so 
few,  comparatively,  had  siiokeii.  He 
related  a  story. 

President  Ifeed  said  he  wanted  live  or 
seven  men  from  among  the  association 
to  shoot  next  year  for  the  Wellington 
trophy.  He  wanted  them  to  begin  to 
practice  for  it.  for  it  must  be  won.  This 
w  as  one  of  the  happiest  days  of  his  life, 
he  said,  and  he  was  proud  to  see  so  many 
of  his  old  comrades  about  him.  He  was 
glad  to  look  into  such  jilcasaiit  faces  and 
o  see  What  good  care  they  had  taken  of 
themselves.    He  hoped  all  would  meet 

I  next  year  at  Law  rence. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  liappiest  of  occa- 

I  sions.  and  thus  it  is  that  hearts  are  kept 
warm  and  the  tire*  of  patriotism  are  kejit 

j  burning  in  il'.i'  jiatriot's  soul. 
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After  the  inner  man  had  been  thoroughlv 
satUtied,  cigars  were  lighted  and  all  settled 
back  prepared  to  enioy  the  eluquent  and 
pithy  speeches  which  lollowcd.  The  first 
speaker  introdued  was  Mayor  Mack.  Ue 
euldgized  the  soldier  and  spoke  wnids  of 
welcome  to  the  beys  in  blue.  The  next 
speaker  was  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks  and  he  re- 
ceived an  ovation.  When  his  name  was 
nifntioned  cheer  after  cheer  was  given  and 
it  was  some  moments  before  he  could  be 
heaid.  Kisini;,  he  said:  "I  am  deeply 
touched  at  the  reception  you  hawe  accorded 
me.  1  do  not  know  that  there  is  a  regiment 
undi  r  my  command  during  the  war  that  has 
for  me  so  many  pleasant  recollections  as  the  26 
MaBsachusetts."  He  then  recounted  inci- 
dents that  had  occurred  in  h  s  relations  with 
the  regiment  which  had,  he  said,  become 
stiimppd  for  all  time  upon  his  memory.  In 
closing  he  8«id :  '-Never  shall  I  lorget  you 
or  your  gallant  services  "  At  the  close  of 
his  remarks,  the  general  was  made  an  hon- 


orary member  of  the  association.    He  was 


followed  in  turn  by  Mr.  Greenh*lgejXii«ut. 
Kichardson.  Capt.  E.  W,  ThompsorvCspt. 


Brady  aa^^ai&MS,  all  of  whom  made  elo- 
quent remarks. 

The  committee  of  arrangements  wish  ♦o 
extend  thanks  to  all  those  citizens  who  gen- 
erously contributed  toward  defraying  the 
expenses.  And  the  association,  besides  vot- 
ing thanks  to  Mr.  Patrick  liogan,  the  chair- 
iUHn  of  the  committee,  also  pavsed  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Ntedham  post  for  the  free  use  of 
the  hall. 

After  giving  three  hearty  cheers  for  Gen 
Bunks,  voting  thanks  to  the  members  in  this 
ciiy  who  had  done  all  in  their  power  to 
make  the  occasion  a  ^ucces•^,  and  after  a  few 
►hort  remarks  by  the  president,  an  adjouin- 
ment  was  made  un"'  'he  next  ^t^unioa^ 


190 

i 
1 

■ 

• 

i 

• 

1 

• 

• 

0      {^^l^^  tAJ^^  /^M^yU^c 


/^^o:  .i^t^c^^^    /^-^^   /?L^>u^^  ^^t^^^ 


-7 


(y9  <- 


192 

I 


1 

01 


/(f .      ^/  ^ 





194 


4 


V/ 


/ 


I 


195 


^  .   "^.i^eA 

^^^^  %  ^^y^>V<^^^^t^ 


4 


// 


^^^^ 


/ 

7 

// 

K. 
(FT 

// 

^/ 

J 

^/ 

/I 

/  ^ 

/ 

/H^(^^    (1^<X^I    i^-fyr^  fT^yf^t^, 


Ay 


t^^j^^/  ^^/fy-^'Q^  ^^Vr;^ 


///li^  /yLA^  yCy^^  (3^  J^^4^  ,  ^^^iyU^  ^^^Z-0\ ^^^^<2^  . 


197 


VETERANS'  REUNION. 


Memories  of  Camp  Chase  Revived 
at  the  Fair  Grounds. 


Half  a  Regiment  Eat  Beans  and 
Listen  to  Speeches. 


Comrades  Meet  for  the  First  Time 
Since  the  War. 


The  long  expected  reunion  of  the  Camp 
Chase  veterans  took  place  yeaterilay  at 
the  fair  grounds  and  was  a  si^nai  succoss 
in  spite  of  the  steady  rain  which  prevent- 
ed the  parade.  The  organizations  Includ- 
ed were  the  2{!th  and  .TOtli  Massachuseits, 
9th  Connecticut  and  12th  Maine  regiments 
of  infantry  and  the  3d  Massachusetts  cav- 
alry. The  meeting  was  suggested  at  the 
annual  reunion  of  the  12th  Maine  veteran 
Infantry  last  year,  at  which  It  was  de- 
cided that  this  year  the  regiment  should 
meet  in  Lowell. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  IsOl 
a  camp  ground  was  established  on  the  lair 
grounds  and  named  Camp  Chase,  in  hon- 
or of  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  then  secre- 
tary Of  the  treasury.  To  this  camp  dur- 
ing the  fall  of  18G1  were  sent  a  portion  of 
the  recruits  who  were  to  form  part  of  the 
compivnies  and  regiments  that  made  up 
the  New  England  division  that  Gen.  B.  P. 
Butler  was  raising.  The  first  regimt  nt 
organized  was  the  2Cth  Massachusetts, ! 
commanded  by  Col.  E.  F.  Jones,  now  \ 
lieutenant  governor  of  New  York.  'I'be 
9th  Conn,  regiment,  commanded  by  Col. 
Cahill,  joined  the  20th  at  this  camp  late  in 
October  or  early  in  November,  and  on  the 
22d  of  November  these  two  regiments 
left  the  camp  for  Boston,  and  from  there 
were  transported  by  steamer  Constitution 
to  Ship  Island,  which  is  located  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  off  the  coast  of  Mississip- 
pi. After  the  26th  Massachusetts  and  the 
9th  Connecticut  left  Camp  Chase,  Lieut. 
Col.  Jonas  11.  French  took  command  of 
the  camp,  and  the  recruits  that  had  been 
gathered  there  for  the  Eastern  Bay  State 
regiment  (afterwards  known  as  the  30th 
Massachusetts)  went  into  camp  on  tliat 
portion  of  the  grounds  that  had  been  oc- 
cupied bv  the  "ioth  Massachusetts.  On  the 
left  of  this  regiment  the  recruits  for 
three  companies  of  cavalry  that  were 
respectively  commanded  by  Capts. 
S.  Tyler  Kead,  James  W.  Slagee  and 
Francis  A.  Durlvage  went  into  camp.  In 
December,  18(51,  the  12th  Maine  regiment 
was  sent  to  this  camp.  Jan.  2, 1862,  the 
30th  Massachusetts,  the  cavalry  and  the 
12th  Maine  left  the  camp,  proceeded  by 
cars  to  Boston,  marched  to  Boston  com- 
mon, where  dress  parade  was  held  and  a 
flag  presented  to  tlje  30th  Massachuseits, 
Lieut.  Col.  French  commandlnEr,  after 
which  the  troops  embarked  on  transport 
Constitution.  Jan.  11  the  steamer  left 
Boston  harbor  bound'  for  Ship  island. 
They  were  delayed  about  two  weeks  at 
Fortress  Monroe  and  did  not  arrive  at 
Ship  island  until  Feb.  2.  The  other 
troops  which  formed  with  these  the  New 
England  division,  came  from  Maine,  New 
Hampshire.  Vermont  and  Connecticut, 
and  arrived  later,  and  Gen.  Butler  com- 
menced operations  in  conjunction  with 
Commodore  Farragut,  which  resulted  in  \ 
the  surrender  of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  j 
Philip,  with  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 
There  were  from  Lowell  three_companies 
in  the  i^th  Massachusetts,  A,  u,  and  H, 
and  four  companies  in  theSOth  Massacliii- 
setts,  B,  C,  F  and  H ;  also  about  50  men 
in  the  three  companies  of  cavalry,  most  of 
them  being  in  the  third  company,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Durlvage  and"  after- 
wards by  Solon  A.  Perkins. 

FORENOON  KXERCISES. 

The  Lowell  companies,  accompanied  by 
Post  120  G.  A.  R.  band,  went  to  the  fair 
grounds  about  9  o'clock.  The  hall  of  the 
fair  grounds  building,  where  the  dinner 
exercises  occurred,  was  elaborately  decor- 
ated for  the  occasion,  by  S.  M.  Patterson, 
and  some  war  relics  and  trophies  were 
there  displayed.  The  names  of  reglraenial 
organizations  and  battles  In  which  they 
participated  were  prominently  displayed. 
When  all  the  veterans  had  arrived  at  liie 
fair  grounds  there  were  in  all  42.5  present, 
as  follows:  Twenty-sixth,  110;  Thirtieth, 
12.5;  First  Maine,  CO;  Ninth  Connecticut. 
35;  First  Maine  cavalry,  35.  Regimental 
elections  took  place  during  the  forenoon, 
B<>  follows : 


_  TWEMTV  SIXTH  MASSACHUSETTS. 
I'rcsldcnt,  .lohn  II.  Italconiof  Ashland; 
vice  prCHlilent,  W.  II.  Cliapnian  of  Kverelt; 
secretary,.!.  ¥.  (Ipliani  of  lioHtoti ;  tmisiii- 
er,  I).  If.  Hall,  West  Acton;  executive  com 
inlltee.  V.  10.  .SpriiKiic,  K.  L.  Davis,  ,101111 
M.  Allstcr,  .1.  V.  Lloy.l,.S.  I'.  Ulodijclt,  Aiiio.^ 
.loii(!S,  .IfimcH  (Jrowtlier,  .laiiics  It.  Fulton 
M.  A.  Jiatliro|i,  S.  IJ.  Ahjjott. 

TIlIUTIKTIl  MA88A(JIIIJ8KT'J'S. 

I'reslilcut,  Gen.  N.  A.  M.  Dndley  of  Bos. 
ton;  vice  nreslilcnts,  Lewis  Toohey  of  Law- 
rcni'c,  U.  V.  Wliittcniore  of  Woburn;  sccre- 
tiiry,  Aihuns  EmcrHou  of  (;hel?nsfor<l;  treas- 
urer, 15.  V.  Whlttcmorc  of  Woburn;  truHtces, 
last  year's  board  with  tliu  iMldltloii  of  Col. 
C.  A.  B.  Dlnion  and  Col.  .lonaa  IJ,  Krencli. 

MN'l'H  CONNECTICUT. 

I'rCHldent,  William  Wrlglit, New  Orleans; 
vice  '  president,  Lawrence  O'Brien,  New 
Haven;  secretary,  William  Gloason,  New 
Haven;  treasurer,  Ocorgc  F.  Cook,  Bridge- 
port. 

THinU  CAVALKV. 

I'regldent,  Edward  J.  Noycs  of  Lowell; 
secretary  ihhI  treasurer,  C.  I.  Taylor,  Low- 
ell. 

TWEWTH  MAflJE. 
Urcsldent,  .1.  W.  Thompson,  Bangor,  Me.; 
vice  presidents,  E.  W.  iThonii)8on,  Lowell, 
Edwlu  Illsley,  Limerick,    Me.;  secretaiy, 

S.  M.  True,  Itelfast;  treasurer,  S.  II.  I'urln- 
ton,  Portland. 

DINNER  AND  SPEECH  ICS. 

The  dinner  was  served  at  noon  by  Page 
&  Nunn.  500  plates  being  set.  It  was  a 
substantial  feast  of  baked  beans  and 
brown  bread,  cold  meats,  relishes,  cake, 
coffee  and  ice  cream,  to  which  full  justice 
was  done,  some  of  the  vets  saying  they 
came  hundreds  [of  miles  to  get  "one 
square  meal  at  Camp  Chase." 

Lieut.  W.  Thompson  presided  and 
near  him  sat  Mayor  Palmes,  Brig.  Gen 
Dudley,  Ool.  Jonas  H.  French,  several 
members  of  the  common  council  and  well 
known  members  of  the  military  organiza- 
tions. 

Lieut.  Thompson  called  to  order  and 
made  the  following 

INTRODUCTORY  ADDRESS  : 

Comrades :  Twenty-eight  years  ago  this 
autumn,  with  the  fire  of  patriotic  devo- 
tion burning  in  your  hearts  and  the  cry 
of  "Save  the  Union"  ringing  in  your  ears, 
a  large  proportion  of  those  fciefore  me 
were  mustered  into  the  service  of  their 
country  at  this  place.  Gathered  from  the 
farms  and  woods  of  Maine,  and  from  the 
shops  and  mills  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, the  art  of  war,  the  necessary 
discipline  of  the  service,  and  the  danger, 
disease  and  death  thatjurked  in  the  future 
were  to  you  unknown.  But  the  faith  of 
the  union  soldier  was  strong  within  you 
and  it  lasted  unto  the  end.  Upon  both 
sides  of  the  rebellion  you  carved  a  record 
that  is  a  part  of  the  most  glorious  history 
of  your  country,  and  when  treason  was 
scourged  from  the  temple  of  freedom  you 
passed  from  the  flush  of  victory,  and  dis- 
appeared in  the  field  of  peace.  For  a 
quarter  of  a  century  you  have  seen  the 
fruits  of  your  valor  and  devotion  and  the 
valor  and  devotion  of  your  comrades 
multiply  and  increase.  You  have  seen 
prosperity  pouring  Its  treasures  from  the 
horn  of  plenty  in  the  north  and  in  the 
south  and  in  the  east  and  in  the  west,  but 
how  many  there  are  of  you  and  your  com- 
rades who  have  fallen  to  the  rear  In  the 
race  for  prizes.  Broken  in  health,  broken 
in  strength,  with  old  wounds,  diseases  and 
disabilities,  covered,  perchance,  by  a  fair 
exterior,  you  cannot  compete  with  lu;*ty 
young  manhood  or  the  cheap  labor  of  in- 
rushing  immigration.  Let  us  look  back 
over  the  years  of  peace,  flushed  with  in- 
creased and  increasing  valuation,  to  those 
four  years  of  terrible  struggle,with  the  pay 
you  had  in  paper  promise.s",  to  the  prom- 
ises made  when  you  entered  the  service. 
How  false  they  were !  How  hollow  the 
professions!  How  base  the  pay!  But 
there  is  a  gradual  awakening  regarding 
your  relation  to  the  country,  and  wliat 
the  country's  duty  is  to  you,  and  while 
we  are  not  here  to  discuss  parties  or  in- 
dividuals, let  us  be  a  unit  in  saying  that 
the  liberal  policy  that  has  been  inaugu- 
rated in  the  treatment  of  the  maimed  and 
broken  down  heroes  who  made  the  union 
of  to-day  a  possibility  should  in  no  wise 
be  hampered,  while  the  old  soldier  has  a 
voice  to  protest  and  a  ballot  wherewith 
to  emphasize  it. 

Comrades,  you  have  stood  short  pay  1 
and  short  rations,  and  always  took  kindly 
to  short  marches  and  short  sermons.  Let 
this  be  a  day  for  short  speeches,  in  order 
that  we  may  hear  a  great  many.   I  close 
here  to  set  the  example.   You  have  come 
back  this  day  to  the  birthplace  of  your 
regiments,  and  the  city  that  parted  with 
yoli  with  prayers  and  blessings  has  taken 
you  again  to  her  heart  and  bids  you  wel- 1 
come.   I  call  on  Hon.  Charles  D.  Palmer,  i 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Lowell,  to  speak  in  1 
her  behalf. 


MAYOR  I'ALMEK'S  ADDRESS. 

Mayor  Palmer  was  received  with  three 
rousing  cheers  and  made  one  of  his  best 
efl'orts,  his  remarks  being  as  follows: 

Mr.  I'rcsldcnt,  Soldiers  of  the  Union 
Army,  (•cntlemnn  :  It  Is  most  gratifying 
to  me  to  be  present  on  this  occasion  and 
to  oiler  you  a  sincere  and  cordial  wel- 
come In  belialf  of  the  city  of  Lowell.  We 
are  pleased  that  you  hold  your  reunion 
here,  011  the  very  spot  from  which  so 
many  of  you  went  forth  to  battle,  and  we 
are  proud  that  Lowell  h.as  a  share  In  your 
inheritance  of  honor.  You  have  met  to- 
gether to  renew  old  associations,  to  recall 
the  days  that  are  j)ast,  and  to  live  over 
again  the  eventfiil  success  of  which  you 
were  a  part,  'b'ou  will  experience  once 
more  the  righteous  indignation  against 
armed  rebellion,  which  burned  in  every 
loyal  breast.  Again  you  will  feel 
that  thrill  of  ferveiit  patriotism 
which  inspired  our  best  and  bravest 
to  offer  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their 
country.  You  will  be  filled  anew  with 
that  resolute  purpose  which  shirks  from 
110  danger  and  yielded  to  no  discourage- 
ment. You  will  realize  afresh  the  hopes 
and  disappointments,  tlie  strucgles  and 
the  agony  of  those  four  years,  and  you 
will  rejoice  once  again  over  victory,  union 
and  honorable  i)eace.  To  our  brave  and 
patriotic  sons  who  fought  for  their  coun- 
try's cause  coming  generations  will  give 
their  meed  of  pral.se,  and  render  unto 
them  the  honor  which  Is  their  due.  But 
better  than  any  earthly  glory  is  the 
guerdon  they  have  won  in  the  knowledge 
that  they  did  their  duty.  For  them,  in  its 
best  and  noblest  sen.se,  virtue  is  its  own 
reward.  It  is  for  us,  citizens  of  the  re- 
public they  have  saved,  to  acknowledge 
with  grateful  hearts  the  debt  we  owe 
them  .and  to  invoke  the  blessings  of  pros- 
perity and  lifelong  happiness  upon  every 
soldies  ®f  the  Union  army. 

■    GEN.  BUTLER'S  MESSAGE. 

Gen.  Butler  had  a  case  at  court  in  Taun- 
ton and  could  not  be  present.   He  sent 
;  this  message : 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Sept.  19. 

Greetings  most  cordial  to  my  old  comrades 
at  Camp  Chase.  Would  be  with  you  If  not 
in  court  for  a  bercaveil  father  for  the  loss 
of  his  child.  |{.  F.  BuTLiiK- 

To  tfils  message  the  following  reply 
was  sent , 

LowPLP,  Sept.  19. 

B.  F.  Ihitler,  Taunton: 

The  30th  Massachusetts  Eeglmcnt  associa- 
tion send  you  their  eonlial  greetings  and 
congratulations,  praying  that  your  life  may 
be  prolonged  and  attended  with  good  health. 

N.  A.  M.  DUULEY, 

Pres.  30th Mass.  Reg.  A8so.~ 
COL.  C.  A.  R.  DIMON 

was  called  upon  after  Chairman  Thomp- 
son had  read  a  paper  eulogistic  of  Gen. 
Butler  as  a  lawyer,  soldier  and  statesman, 
and  the  best  known  man  in  the  country. 
Col.  DImon  was  received  with  rousing 
cheers.  -He  said  he  had  not  the  gift  of 
language  ta  fully  express  all  be  would 
like  10  say  or  to  express  all  the  feelings 
welllOij  UP  in  bis  heart  In  the  pleasant 
meeting  with  old  comrades.  The  best  re- 
pi"7  he  could  make  was  in  the  form  of  a 
request  he  ""lew  tbey  would  all  respond 
to,  that  was  to  giVc  tbree  rousing  cheers 
which  would  be  bearVl  from  Lowell  to 
Taunton  for  their  old  commander.  Gen. 
Benjamin  P.  Butler.  The  vets  arose  and 
gave  the  cheers  wltli  a  will,  adding  a  so- 
norous "tiger." 

After  a  letter  of  ri^pet  from  Hon.  F.T. 
Greenhalge  had  be^  read  the  chairman 
said  that  in  the  absence  of  the  eloquent 
congressman  he  was  at  first  at  a  loss  who 
to  call  upon,  but  he  bethought  him  of 
one  |who  a  lad^  onpe  told  him  was  the 
handsomest  man  slje  ever  savv,"^ 

(Xff..  JQNA^  B.  FRENCH. 

The  colonel  said  it  was  a  little  unkind 
to  place  him  In  the^osition  of  responding 
in  lieu  of  a  congressman,  and  that  one  the 
most  eloquent  and  polished  speaker  in 
New  England.  He  had  been  told 
that  he  was  partially  a  congress- 
man, but  the  |best  recollection  he 
had  was  of  being  gloriously  defeated 
down  in  Essex  county.  He  thought  the 
disposition  was  to  do  the  soldier  full  and 
ample  justice.  The  true  soldier  asks  rec- 
ognition only  so  far  as  he  is  honorably 
ami  justly  entitled  to  it.  Aye,  the  true 
soldier  goes  farther  than  that  and  resists 
any  efl'orts  on  the  part  of  the  beats  and 
bummers  of  the  war  to  obtain  recogni- 
tion. The  pension  roll  is  a  badge  of 
bQUor,  hut  not  when  |worn  l>y  men  who 
do  not  deserve  to  wear  it.  The  soldiers 
of  to-day  are  not  jn  politics,  they  have  the 
privilege  of  voting  for  whicbeyer 
party  they  please.  Tbey  stand  by  their 
own  honor  and  demand  only  simply  ms- 
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Tbe  speaker  then  took  a  retrospective 
glance  of  28  years  ami  reviewed  the  sceues 
atteiuling  the  departure  of  2000  men  from 
Camp  Chase  to  do  what  they  could  to 
save  the  Union.  That  duty  was  by  the 
blessing  of  (lod  accomplished.  He  then 
dwelt  upon  the  records  of  the  honored 
dead,  mentjonlnf,'  the  names  of  Shepley, 
Cabin  and  others  amiij  great  applause. 

The  i)th  Connecticut  at  Camp  Chase  was 
always  "over  the  fence,"  but  when  the 
time  for  duty  came  they  "goc  there  just 
the  same."  One  by  one  the  veterans  are 
dropping  away,  but  the  generation  who 
corne  after  you  will  be  just  as  ready  to  re- 
spond to  a  call  and  preserve  the  work  you 
liave  Bp  gloriously  accomplished. 
(Cheers.) 

t  BRI6.  CEN.  bUDLBV, 
who  was  received  with  tremendous  ap- 
plause, was  the  next  speaker,  and  said 
he  believed  he  could  use  the  word  com- 
rade with  truth  to  every  single  soldier  In 
the  assembly,  as  be  believed  that  ail  at 
one  time  or  another  were  under  his  com-  1 
manU.  lu  bis  30  years  of  military  ex- 
perience he  had  had  at  diflerent  times 
nearly  100,000  men  under  his  command, 
and  never  had  he  seen  better  material  • 
than  the  men  who  composed  the  New 
England  division  under  Gen.  But- 
ler. It  was  said  that  these 
reunions  were  occasions  of  tafly 
but  tbe  soldiers  before  blm  were  witnesses 
that  when  he  bad  occasion  for  a  repri- 
mand be  was  never  loo  modest  to  give  it. 
When  the  volunteers  came  from  New 
Knsland  to  New  Orleans  they  were  apt  to 
look  upon  a  regular  army  otlicer  as  a 
martinet,  but  they  were  not  there  long 
before  they  recognized  that  the  kind  of 
discipline  they  received  was  just  what 
they  needed.  After  dwelling  on  the 
record  of  the  several  regiments  be  said 
that  after  30  years  of  military  sej  vice  he 
bad<come  to  the  old  commonwealth  to  be 
again  a  citizen.  No  state  in  the  Union 
has  citizens  more  ready  to  recognize  the 
debt  to  the  soldier.  The  present  national 
adndnlstratlon,  as  was  the  last  was, 
generous  in  place-givlug,  and  the  recogni- 
tion given  the  soldiers  should  be  a  solace 
in  their  old  age  for  all  the  hartlships  and 
dangers. 

CnAl'LAIN  A.  F.  WIIITTEJIORE 

responded  to  thesei)timeiit,  "Woman,  tbe 
soldiers'  best  friend."  He  did  not  know 
what  the  country  would  have  done  if  the 
Infantry  had  not  been  well  trained  before 
they  were  called  for.  He  could  remember 
over  and  again  the  women  who  sacrificed 
self  to  give  a  husband,  brother,  son  or 
sweetheart  to  their  country's  cause.  Uow 
nobly,  how  willingly  they  gave  up  those 
who  they  looked  upon  as  the 
best  friends  they  had  on  earth, 
their  protectors  '  and  defenders, 
to  defend  the  old  flag.  God 
bless  the  women  of  our  land.  We  talk  of 
our  sufTerings,  which  Indeed  were  great, 
but  Imagine  tbe  anxieties,  the  disappoint- 
ments which  came  to  the  women  left  at 
home.  The  white  faces  as  the  news  of  a 
battle  was  read,  with  the  Intelligence  that 
the  loved  one  bad  been  shot  down,  taken 
prisoner  or  carried  maimed  and  wounded 
to  the  hospital.  All  this  they  bore  with- 
out murmuring.  If  we  could  look  into 
hearts  we  would  find  women  to-day  who 
still  wear  the  sackcloth  and  ashes.  God 
help  us  all.  until  the  great  roll  is  called  on 
the  other  side  of  the  river  we  all  must 
cross,  to  honor  the  soldiers  best  friend, 
the  women  of  America. 

A  dirge  was  then  played  by  tbe  band  as 
the  chairman  announced  the  sentiment, 
"Our  noble  and  honored  dead,  known  and 
unknown."  the  comrades  rising  and  stand- 
ing in  silence  for  a  few  moments.  i 

MAJOR  E.  .J.  NOTES  ' 

responded  for  the  unattached  cavalry 
association,  dwelling  on  the  rugged  char- 
acter of  the  men  of  the  various  regiments 
at  Camp  (Jliase,  and  eulogizing  .Shepley  of 
the  12th  Maine.  He  also  re- 
ferred to  the  lively  character  of 
the  i)tb  Connecticut.  Lowell  never  bad 
any  greater  shaking  up  than  at  the  hands 
ot'tbls  regiment.  Tbe  duty  which  the 
men  before  blm  were  called  upon  to  per- 
form In  Louisiana  was  not  a  pleasant  one, 
although  they  managed  to  get  some  fun 
out  of  it.  The  climate,  the  miasma  and 
the  water  were  more  deadly  than  the 
foes  they  met  In  tbe  field.  He  took  a  just 
pride  in  knowing  that  the  men  who  had 
such  a  record  went  out  from  Lowell. 
The  major  closed  with  a  graiified  refer- 
ence to  the  ready  response  made  by  tbe 
city  council  to  the  recjuest  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  reuidon.  The  only  ques- 
tion W.II8,  "JUow  much  do  you  want?" 


OTHER  SPEAKERS. 

Capt.  Wm.  Wright  of  the  9th  Connecti- 
cut said  be  cam.'  all  the  way  from  his 
home  in  New  Orleans  to  attend  the  re- 
union. When  he  left  he  was  64  years  of 
age,  but  he  was  now  30.  He  spoke  in  a 
liumorous  vein  In  regard  to  some  experi- 
ences at  Ship  Island,  and  told  two  or 
three  stories  which  kent  tbe  comrades  in 
a  roar. 

Lieut.  A.  M.  True  spoke  for  the  12th 
Maine,  and  dwelt  largely  upon  the  credit 
for  gallant  conduct  due  the  command  of 
Gen.  Cutler  at  Port  Hudson.  Grant  lost 
600  out  of  60,000  men  before  Vicksburg, 
while  500  went  down  In  battle  out  of  the 
11,000  at  Port  Hudson. 

Comrade  Wlison  spoke  briefly,  but  elo- 
(luently,  for  the  Twenty-sixth  Massachu- 
setts, and  made  some  telling  points  In 
regard  to  tbe  battle  of  C£dar__X;reek_aud 
the  gallant  deeds  of  Gen.  Sheridan.  A 
reference  to  having  acted  as  sentry  at  the 
tent  of  -Gen.  Dudley  and  his  feelings 
that  stirred  tbe  heart  of  the  general. 

Col.  French  made  a  brief  response  for 
tbe  Thirtieth  Massachusetts  and  then 
called  upon  Sergeant  Cole,  who  came  all 
the  way  from  New  Jersey  to  attend  the 
reunion.  He  made  one  of  the  best  and 
most  stirring  and  easily  delivered  ad- 
dresses of  the  day,  but  much  of  tbe 
ground  bad  been  previously  covered.  He 
gave  a  graphic  and  vivid  word  picture  of 
a  battle  scene,  the  comrades  listening  in 
almost  breathless  silence.  He  also  dwelt 
on  the  pension  question,  and  urged  tbe 
comrades  to  remenxber  that  there  were 
politicians  who  were  ever  ready  to  use 
the  soidier.  Those  who  are  able  to  earn 
their  own  living  didn't  want  any  pension, 
but  there  are  those  who  are  not,  and  it 
would  be  a  lasting  disgrace  to  the  govern- 
ment to  allow  such  to  suffer  or  die  in 
poorbouses. 

A  few  others  rospTTUded  to  calls  and  at 
about  3.30  o'clock  the  exercises  came  to  a 
close  and  the  out  of  town  vets  started  for 
their  homes.  The  reunion  was  highly 
successful  and  productive  of  pleasure  to 
all  concerned. 


200  1 

1 
1 

• 

- 

- 

- 

1 


L. 


201 


.     -  -     -  -  .  _  ^^Uc^  Od/d^ 


^  if 


r 


/ 


r. 


rrzyoSt^  /^i^^-'^m^  TZvfy^^ 


£1 


204 


6.  £i  6_ 


/: 


6.  /6.  /ii. 


^'  4 


t^A^^  V)/ 


'5 


V. 


'0.  /(!  ^ 

At^-if^     ^^t^^  /(^yU^^^^^ 


7" 


206 


A^^^n^<^^^^%A^     /^J^-t^L^^iAyt^  /T-Z^^^w 


r 


(/ 


^/irT^^  /lyiAa^  ^<ht-^^u4^ 


207 


^'/y\d/r    /--VUU^  ^4rr>^  A-Ayi^ 
^^/W       S^^^-^  "Jj^^/l  /^^^f^  y^^t^ 


yVK-jyu^   if  /1/2ytUy^^  ^ 


^^^^^  ^ 


0  ^ 


r 

"  ^^^Ma-^r^  ^<yCi/t^ 


VIAL   /^^^^OX^c/^^  /U^y^^^yCi^c^  y^A^. 




CAy(£^^     (^yZ^  Xl<y.^iy^     /TylytJUl^  y^Zl^^c^y  ^yt^  Ji^'t^l^ 

/^U^^^^^Z^^  ^^^^  ^    U2^Ay-7i^  ^^^Uy^  O^/rA-^^ 


210 


211 


212 

j 

i 

j 

1 

213 


^1 


r 


t^J^  ^^^<Af<-  ^ 

% 


215 


xyf^cLi^^k-^^  s^  c^^^J^^  y  ^^^^^^^ 


^^0~i^^   yV^^^C    ^^^^    ^^^^    /tytyuC^^y(~t^  ^-^-i^^ 


0. 


217 


218 


■ 


THE  OLD  TWENfY-SlKTH," 


Annual  Reunion  of  the  Veter- 
ans at  South  Framingham. 

Banquet—  Speeches  —  Election  — 
Cheers — Greetings  —  Reports — 
Deaths. 

South  Framiugham  has  always  wel- 
comed the  visits  of  the  old  26th  Mass. 
Regt.  Association,  aud  the  boys  have  al- 
ways had  a  good  time  here.  Monday, 
the  19th,  the  same  association  met  here 
again — the  association  of  which  comrade 
Gpo.  a.  Reed  has  been  president.  The 
free  use  of  Grand  Army  hall  was  teu- 
dere.d  them,  aud  at  10.30  o'clock,  in  that 
place,  President  D.  H.  Hall  of  Acton 
called  the  association  to  order.  Roll  call 
showed  eighty-two  present.  Secretary 
Jas.  F.  Upham  of  Boston  read  his  report 
of  the  minutes  of  the  last  reunion,  and 
Treasurer  Madison  Beal  of  Charlestown 
read  his  report.  Nine  deaths  were  re- 
ported for  the  ^ear.  the  colonel  of  the 
regiment  being  among  the  number.  The 
list  includes : 

L.igt  of  Deaths. 

Col.Chapman  of  Everett ;  Asst.  Surgeon 
Dr.  L.  S.  Fox  of  Lowell ;  Corp.  Chas. 
Williams  of  Co.  B  of  Groton;  Chas. 
Morse  of  Co.  E  of  Southboro;  J.  F. 
Blood  of  Co.  E  of  Acton  ;  Timothy  Shee- 
han  of  (  o.  E  of  Concord  Junction ;  Ja- 
cob Foss  of  Co.  F  of    Boston;  Thos. 

Sweetland  of  Co.  C  of  ;  Velorous 

Ward  of  Co.  C  of  Woodville. 

The  election  of  officers  followed,  re- 
sulting as  follow^ : 

President. — Lieut.  A.  Starkweather  of 
Co.  G. 

First  Vice  President. — Capt.  L.  J.  Key- 
ser  of  Co.  F. 

Second  Tice  Prest. — Alonzo  Bowman 
of  Co.  F. 

Secretary. — J.  F.  Upham  of  Co.  A. 

Treasurer. — Madison  Beal  of  Co.  I. 

Executive  Committee. — J.  B.  Wilson  of 
Co.  A,  Gilbert  Cook  of  Co.  B,  E.  T. 
Peterson  of  Co.  C,  M.  Nugent  of  Co. 
D,  Wm.  S.  Handley  of  Co.  E,  Philip 
Burke  of  Co.  F,  H.  Sullivan  of  Co.  G,  F. 
Hutchins  of  Co.  H,  M.  A.  Lothrop  of  Co. 
I,  M.  H.  Oliver  of  Co.  K. 

It  was  vcted  to  hold  the  next  annual 
meeting  in  Boston  on  October  18,  1S92, 
and  Comrades  Alonzo  Bowman  of  Co.  F,' 
and  Frank  M.  Balcom  of  Co.  K,  were 
made  a  committee  with  the  president 
and  secretary  to  arrange  for  it. 

Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  Post  163,  G.  A.  R., 
was  accorded  a  vote  of  thanks  for  the 
use  of  the  hall,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
also  passed  to  the  secretary.  It  was 
suggested  that  a  photograph  of  those 
present  be  taken  at  the  next  reunion. 

Comrade  A.  L.  Brown  of  Co.  B,  of 
Quinebog.  stated  that  his  was  his  tirst 
attendance  at  one  of  these  reunions,  and 
he  was  very  enthusiastic  at  meeting  his 
old  com  i?.ies-jn-arms.  _ 

The  business  being  over,  a  recess  was 
had  until  1  o'clock,  when  all  gathered  in 
Masonic  banquet  hall  in  Smith  block, 
where  an  excellent  dinner  of  hot  meats, 
fowl,  vegetables,  pies,  pudding,  fruit,  ic" 
cream,  etc.,  was  set  out  by  Caterer  A. 
Wadsworth,  whose  dinning  rooms  are  in 
the  same  building.  During  the  dinner 
hour  Gen.  Kimball  of  Fitchburg  came  in' 
and  was  greeted  with  three  hearty  cheers. 
Gen.  Kimball  is  the  Republican  nominee 
for  state  auditor.  ' 

After  diuner  President  Hall  called  the 
company  to  order,  and  introduced  Rev. 
K.  W.  Virgin  of  South  Framingham  as 
the  first  speaker.    Mr.  Virgin  put  consid- ! 
erable  Methodist  fire  into  his  speech,  set- 1 
ting  the  pace  for  those  who  followed,  ! 
and  he  was  heartily  applauded.     He  | 
spoke  reminiscently,  having  been  on  the 
hattletield  himself,  aud  made  loyalty  to 
the  flag  his  watchword.    He  paid  a  trib 
ute  to  Comrade  Geo.  A.  Reed,  saying  of 
him  that,  "A  kinder  heart  doesn't  live.'' 
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Comrade  Reed — ex-pr^sident"dCS5 
sociation — was  next  called  upon.   He  had  | 
-tood  shoulder  to  shoulder   with  thei 
b(.vs,  he  said.    We  wen,  boys  then,  and  | 
we  are  now.   There  is  nothing  else  like  : 
the  grip  of  the  comrade's  hand.   Some  of 
the  boys  hive  not  prospered  in  life,  but  we 
like  to  meet  them  and  cheer  and  encour- 
age them  on.    We  were  promised  great' 
things  when  we  went  to  the  front,  but 
the  performance  is  not  always  as  prompt. 
I've  been  three  years  on  the  board  of  se- 
lectmen of  this  town  and  I've  stood  up 
many  a  time  for  the  soldiers.    One  mem- 
ber would  say  "Why,  he  drinks."  I 
said,  never  mind;  he  risked  his  life  in  | 
the  dark  days.    We  want  to  hang  togeth- 1 
er  as  soldiers,  throwing  politics  aside.  I 
stood  up  in  the  legislature  for  the  soldier, 
and  I  always  will.    I  have  never  regret-' 
ted  joining  the  G.  A.  R.,  which  I  did  atJ 
the  request  of  George  Patch.  I 

Postmaster  Capt.  E.  F.  Phinney  of) 
South  Framingham,  .said  it  seemed  like  aj| 
dream  to  look  back  to  war  times.  HtJ 
was  in  the  old  Third  at  Fortress  Munroe.* 
This  26th  is  an  oflspring  of  the  old  6th,, 
which  first  went  through  Baltimore  with^ 
Butler.  Every  comrade  is  n  y  comrade 
and  the  ties  which  bind  us  together  ar 
stronger  than  those  of  any  other  society 
As  an  humble  representative  of  the  gov^ 
ernment  I  can  say  what  is  perfectly  evi-T 
dent  to  all,  that  the  present  administra-' 
tion  is  doing  and  has  done  everythingj 
possible  for  the  old  soldier,  though  therej 
are  many  yet  who  have  not  got  their 
rights.  I 

The  president-elect  of  the  association — I 
Lieut.  Starkweather — thanked  the  boys 
for  the  honor  conferred  on  him,  aud 
begged  to  be  excused  from  a  lengthy 
speech. 

Col.  Thos.  W.  Porter  of  the  14th  Maine 
was  received  with  three  cheers.  Maj.Wis- 
well  of  South  Framingham  was  the  major 
of  his  regiment.  Col.  Porter  said  he  had 
been  thinking  of  the  events  in  the  valley. 
On  the  19th  of  September,  '64,  we  had  an 
interesting  fight  in  which  we  were  victori- 
ous, and  one  month  after,  October  19, 
just  twenty-seven  years  ago  today,  was  a 
day  we'll  never  forget.  The  enemy 
charged  our  pickets  and  surprised  us, 
and  w  hen  night  closed  down  one  third  of 
our  men  were  killed,  wounded,  or  prison- 
ers. I  hope  justice  will  be  meted  out  to 
the  soldiers.  Some  have  pensions  who 
never  left  this  state,  while  others  who 
served  four  j'^ears  have  none  yet.  Some 
say  "If  you've  lived  this  long  after  the 
war,  you  d<mt  need  a  pension."  Men 
should  be  pensioned  by  a  general  law 
based  upon  their  service.  Promises  are 
easy  when  danger  is  nigh,  but  are  easly 
forgotten  afterwards. 

Capt.  Canfyof  Attleboro  trotted 
story  that  made  the  boys  roar,  and 
fied  to  his  pleasure  at  meeting  the 
every  year. 

Gen.  J.  W.  Kimball  of  Fitchburg  felt 
he  was  in  the  company  of  old  friends. 
He  c»   3  near  being  a  member  of  the  26th. 


A  Lowell  comrade  spoke  o'f  his  pleasure 
at  being  present,  and  thouj^ht  these  re- 
unions a  glorious  privilege. 

Lieut.  C.  P.  Blodgett  of  Co.  E.  spoke 
briefly.  He  was  introduced  as  one  whom 
all  loved. 

Comrade  Seaver  of  Co.  E,  who  went 
from  W^oodville  with  a  little  band  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty;  spoke  reniinis- 
centl}'.  This  closed  the  speechmakii.g, 
and  after  listening  reverenti}'  to  the  ben- 
ediction pronounced  by  Rev.  E.  S.  Vir- 
;  gin,  the  comrades  parted  with  many 
handshakes  to  meet  next  j'ear  in  Boston,  j 


out  a 
testi- 
boys 


regimpnt  Vveiil  through  Bultitiiore 
I  three  moi3th«  Rf  ter  the  old  Oth.   Ills  coui- 
■  mand  was  beside  the  '2Gth  in  the  stirring 
(scenes  at  Le<  sburg.  Ball's  Blurt',  Harper  s 
'Ferry,  etc.    He  read  a  letter  from  Chap- 
lain <.'has.  Babbit,  and  a  tribute  from 
''jGen.  J.  W.  Phelps  tu  the  26th,  and  closed 
by    reading    some  appropriate  versus 
which  had  been  dedicated  to  Gen.  John 
A.  Logan. 

Drummer  boy  John  Bnlcom  of  Ashland 
next  spoke,  and  he  read  a  letter  from  a 
southern  officer  in  reference  to  two 
wounded  Union  officers. 

Comrade  Luke  Smith,  aged  79,  whose 
father  was  in  the  Revolution,  and  him- 
self a  member  of  the  26ih,  said  a  word, 
and  was  warmly  received  by  the  boys. 

Secretar5'  Upham  was  greeted  with  af- 
fectiou  by  his  comrades,  aud  he  lead  let- 
ters from  absent  comrades :  Capt.  Cook 
of  North  Brookfield;  Capt.  Keyser;  Ser- 
geant C.  VV.  Ricker,  now  in  Texas;  com^ 
rade  Cushing  of  Trenton,  N.  J. ;  WatfrC; 
Davis,  John  A.  Riley,  and  one  from  their 
old  commander.  Col.  Jones,  now  Lieut. 
Gov.  of  New  York.  Gov.  Jones  spoke  of 
a  recent  surgical  operation  upon  his  eye, 
which  compelled  his  seclusion  for  some 
Mrae,  and  a  vote  of  sympathy  for  him 
W'As  passed  and  ordered  forwarded. 
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History  of  the  Kes^iinent. 

The  2Gih HogiiBcnt  was  tbc  outcoTDO  of  tl'e 
old  and  iainous  Sixth  ReiilmeDt  which 
marched  through  Baltimore.  Whftu  the  26ih 
was  formed  it  was  desired  by  many  to  retain 
the  old  name  (Sixth)  but  this  was  not  al- 
lowed by  the  state  and  the  new  name  was 
assisjned  the  regiment.  In  September  and 
Aut;nst  of  18G1,  the  26th  Resiiraent  was  re- 
cruited, there  being  ten  companies  of  100 
Dien  each  which  included  mauy  who  had 
been  in  the  glorious  old  Sixtli.  Col.  Jones 
who  had  been  in  command  of  the  old  .Sixth 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  2Gtb  when  it 
was  mustered  iu  Oct.  18,  18G1.  A.  B.  Karr 
of  Lowell  was  lieutenant  colonel,  anu  Major 
Sawtelle  of  Lowell  was  next  in  commuiia. 
Camp  Chase  which  stood  where  a  portion  of 
Lowell  Fair  Grounds  now  stands  w  is  the 
8lartiu}{  point  and  the  start  was  indeed  a 
glorious  one. 

The  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  under 
General  Butler  and  took  a  proniineui  part 
in  the  en>iagements  at  Ship  Island  near  the 
Gulf  of  :Mexico. 

A  Si&tingalshed  Member. 

"Who  is  that  f^rand  old  man'/"  asked  the 
Mail  representative  of  the  cliairman,  point- 
ing to  a  man  whose  pleasant  face  and  long 
white  locks  gave  him  the  appearance  of  a 
man  among  men. 

'•That  is  Comrade  Luke  Smith  of  Acton, 
whose  age  is  82  years,"  was  the  reply.  "He 
was  a  member  of  Company  E  of  the  26ih 
and  made  a  grand  record  In  the  numerous 
engagements  In  whicii  he  took  ptrt.  Even 
beiore  he  went  oil'  with  the  2(ilij  he'had  re- 
turned from  a  field  of  brilliant 
achievements  with  the  old  and  famous 
Sixth  Regiment.  Not  only  is  he  a  promi- 
nent veteran  but  he  has  the  honor  ol  being 
the  sou  of  a  man  who  fought  valiantly  at 
Concord  bridiie." 

A  Young  AppearlDi:  IVIan. 

Another  man  who  attracted  considerable 
atleni.ion  was  Comrade  Edward  V.  Cusbing 
of  l^owell.  It  appeared  strange  that  such  an 
apparently  youns:  mau  as  he  could  have 
served  in  the  war  of  over  30  years  ago.  Such 
was  the  case,  however,  and  Mr.  Cusbing 
told  a  Mail  representative  that  he  enlisted 
when  only  13  years  of  age  and  carried  a 
musket  through  the  four  years.  Whcu 
asked  how  it"^  was  that  he  was  allowed  to 
carry  a  musket  at  such  a  tender  age,  Mr. 
Cusbing  said  he  was  so  tall  and  ungainly 
that  anyone  would  think  him  several  years 
older  than  be  was. 

The  Banqnet. 

Promptly  at  12.30  the  comrades  sat  down  to 
the  excellent  tlinuer  after  Divine  bless- 
ing bad  been  invoked  by  Rev.  L)r.  Sevmour. 

After  the  dinner,  buttons  were  passed  to 
encb  member  ^earing  this  inscription: 
"  Twenty-sixth  Mass;Hchusetis  Ret:iment  As- 
^(w  iaiion.  Lowell,  .Ma-s."  These  were  the 
gift  of  Lieut.  C.  H.  Uichard'^on,  a-_'ent  of  the 
AppletoB  Mills.  Tbey  were  much  appre- 
ciated as  was  shown  by  the  three  rousing 
clieers  and  a  tiger  Mr.  Richardson  received. 

Secretary  Upl)am  then  called  to  order  and 
read  letter's  from  absent  members,  all  <■! 
whom  bad  good  excuses  to  offer  for  not  be- 
ing present. 

Chairman  Blodgett  then  made  a  brief  ad- 
dress Id  which  he  expressed  hope  that  all 
should  enjoy  many  more  such  occasions.  He 
then  announced  as  the  tirst  number  on  the 
proirramme  a  cornet  solo  by  Miss  Gertrude 
Pratt  whicli  was  received  with  a  perfect 
ovation  of  applause.  After  a  telegram  had 
been  read  from  George  A.  Reade  of  Saxon- 
ville. 


Dr.  B.  G.  Seymour 

was  introduced.  He  said  he  would  call  the 
men  comrades,  for  in  his  soldier  days,  his 
duties  lay  in  the  same  direction  as  the  2t)th 
Massa'-husetts  Regiment.  The  speaker  did  uot 
know  as  be  could  say  anything  new  but  he  ■ 
could  say  something  about  old  events  that 
would  perhaps  be  just  as  Interesting.  The 
purpose  of  these  reunions,  he  thought,  was 
to  revive  old  memories.  Reference  was 
here  made  to  oid  Fort  Sumpter,  General 
AndersoF.  and  the  old  Appomatox  court 
house,  which  the  speaker  understood  had 
been  removed  to  another  place,  lie  did  not 
like  thai  verv  much,  as  he  had  rather  see 
the  old  building  iu  its  old  place.  I  like  these 
reunions,  said  he,  and  I  get  around  with  the 
boys  quite  often.  I  liiie  them  because  they 
seem  to  be  rather  typi<:al  of  what  I  am  to  do 
In  the  heavenly  world.  I  am  not  so  sure  as 
some  men  of  getting  there,  but  I  want  to  go 
tnere  and  when  I  do  go  there  I  want  to  be 
able  to  see  all  of  my  comrades  there.  [Ap- 
plause.] I  am  so  sensible  concerning  tnat 
great  historical  event  which  swept  the  coun-  ; 
try,  that  it  makes  me  really  liappy  to  be  j 
be're.  Of  course  there  Is  much  to  be  thought  | 
of  between  '  | 

Fort  Sumpter  and  Apomatox,  ' 

but  there  is  not  time  for  me  to  recall  It  and 
another  thing  is  tnat  you  all  know 
more  about  "  that  than  I  do.  When 
I  found  that  you  were  at 
Ship  Island,  I  felt  sorry  for  you  [kughter] 
for  I  knew  on  that  narrow  strip  bow  many 
had  been  conlined.  We  cauuot  help  think- 
ing in  all  of  tuese  reunions  of  that  glorious 
man,  whom  all  of  us  would  be  willing  to 
follow.  Thai  man  Is  Abraham  Lincoln, 
[applause]  I  know,  said  the  speaker,  several 
btories  coiicerning  Abe  Lincoln,  but  I  do  uot 
want  to  weaiy  vou  with  them  [cries  of  tell , 
them,  tell  them] .  I 
Well  1  will  teil  them,  said  Dr.  Seymour, 
and  he  told  several  anecdotes  coucerniug 
"Old  Abe."  Each  anecdote  was  received 
with  the  heartiest  applause.  We  want  that 
spirit  ot  Sherman,  cf  Gi  ant,  and  of  Lincoln, 
that  when  wc  are  in  tight  places. you  if  alive, 
will  do  your  best  to  help  us  out.  We  have 
seen  what  great  Garfield's  character  was  and 
what  was  the  character  of  old  Joe  Hooker, 
the  man  who  won  the  victory  among  the 
clouds  [applause].  When  Lincoln  was  as- 
sassinated, the  speaker  was  in  New  Orleauij 
and  there  he^rd 

The  Clasttic  Oration 
delivered  on  Lincoln's  life  by  General  Banks 
iu  the  presence  of  Union  soldiers  and  rebels. 

Relerence  was  here  made  to  General  Butler 
and  "the  Dutch  Canal"  and  the  sjjeaker  said 
the  general's  name  Is  never  thought  of  un- 
less the  "spoons"  are  also  recalled.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Other  generals  were  mentioned  and  each 
name  was  received  with-  tremendous  ap- 
plause. An  allusion  was  also  made  to  our 
national  flas;  wbicu  proclaims  today  liberty 
to  all  and  n  bich  now  is  a  potent  factor  from 
one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other.  Its  red 
stripes  recall  to  us  the  sacrifices  that  were 
made  during  those  trying  hourii  and  the 
white  stripes  denote  the  purity  of  our  coun- 
try from  end  to  end. 

I  saw  physicians  leave  tbeir  patients,  law- 
yers leave  theii'  clients  and  siudtnis  leave 
their  books,  and  these  are  all  e.xamples  of 
sacrifice.    When  I  look  at  you  who  have  lost  I 
an  arm.  a  leg  or  bave  been  injured  in  any  I 
way,  I  cannot  help  thinking  of  the  sacr-fices 
you  have  made.    Bui  It  is  all  over  now  and 
My  wish  is  that  you  Jive  long  to  enjoy  thei 
results  of  the  sacrifices  tb.it  you  and  others  I 
bave  made.    May  you  live  on  until  the  areat 
commsnder  of  all  nations,  the  captain  of  a 
salvation,  wil!   say  to  you,  "Well  done — 
enter  Ibou  into  the  galies."    [Prolonged  ap- 
plause.] ( 

The  assemblage  wiis  then  favored  with 
readingl'by  Mi-  Flora  McMaster,  entitled 
"Keenan's  '  '  which  suuck  the  rlcht 

chord,  as  ^  by  .the  applause  wit^J 

w'.-'<-h  it  «  .  .-d.  \ 


r 


4 


Chiiiraile  CharlcH  H.  Richardson 

wax  tbe  next.  Bpenker  and  refftrreil  to  bis 
recent  NOUlliern  trip  wliero  he  saw  n  lav^e 
I plaut»tioii  which  WHN  a  eoiuplele  ruin.  A 
' Diiin  there  a.Nkeil  blui  about  a  cfrtulii  regi- 
jnieiit  whii  li  ho  clesui  jbeil  a.t  "hounds."  The 
man  hail  bt'ii.M  nud  calveM  without  iiuuiher, 

tplantation  of  cverylhiuK-  Well,  the  mau 
tolil  me.  said  Mr.  llichanison,  U-nt  ho  after- 
wards foiiud  out  KomelhinK  aljuut  the  one 
mau  who  had  been  re»ponsii)le  for  the 
thefts.  After  the  war  he  went  home  nud 
becaiue  a  miui^ler.  [Laujjiiler  and  ap- 
plause.] Dr.  Seyraour'.M  name  was  men- 
tioiied  but  Jlr.  Uichardson  spote  up  for 
Dr.  Seymour  aud  .said  h<j  was  uot  the  man. 
[More  laushler.] 

Reference  was  made  to  the  storm  of  shot 
and  shell  at  Ship  Island  aud  the  heroic  stand 
taken  by  Farrauut  and  his  men,  in  wooden 
ships  but  with  hearts  of  steel.  After  that 
glorious  siuht  came  the  days  of  torture  in 
the  swamps.  Hera  events  were  reviewed 
from  the  Potomac  to  the  hurried  march 
across  the  conuiry  to  tii;hl  under  General 
iSheridan.  Jusi  '.>o  years  a^o  today  we  were 
mustered  In,  liut  I  presume  many  of 
our  number  feel  just  as  youns;  as 
l)ef ore  they  became  grand  fathers.  [Laughter.] 
But  for  ail  thai,  the  speaker  was  glad  to  see 
so  many  of  the  men  rotainiug  the  fire  and 
vigor  of  youtlifulness  awd  Id  clo.slug  ex- 
pressed "the  wish  that  this  would  continue 
for  years  to  come. 

The  assemblage  was  here  favored  with  an- 
other cornet  solo  by  Miss  I'ratl. 

Then  came  the  roll  call  of  the  members 
who  have  died  during  the  year  by  Secretary 
U  pEma*.  A-  ^K^^ 

Thea  came  the  "taps"  on  the  cornet  by 
Miss  Pratt. 

'•The  Shenandoah  Valley  Campaign" 
was    next    treated    in    a    very  valuable 
paper  by  Comrade  D.  H.  Hall.  The  descrip- 
tiou  was  very  graphic  and  every  detail  was 
treated  in  a  thorough  manner. 

Tiie  remainder  of  the  programme  was  as 
follows:  Cornet  solo,  Mi^s  3Iorse ;  essay, 
"  The  ration  of  beef,"  Comrade  Bassetl  of 
Lowell;  poems  by  Comrades  B.  D.  Hall  of 
West.  Acton  and  Fuilou  of  Lov.'ell;  remarks 
by  Comrade  Packard  oi  Miilbury  and 
others. 

Comrade  N.  E  Storey 
of  Charlestown  was  induced  to  tell  his  ad- 
venture with  the  tirst  rebel  flag  ever  seen  in 
New  Knglaud.  Just  after  the  regiment  bad 
been  mustered  in  and  was  camping  at  Camp 
Chase  a  reljel  flag  was  noticed  one  sunny 
mormng  llymg  from  the  topmost  branch  of 
an  oW  oak  tree  on  Fort  Hill.    Colonel  Jones 

I  ordered  Comrade  Storey  who  was  then  act- 
ing drum  major,  to  get  that  fl.ig 
and  give  it  to  him.  The  flag 
was  placed  there  by  friends  of  the 
secessionists  and  had  in  some  manner  come 
from  the  .South  as  it  was  the  regulation  Aug. 
Comrade  .storey  made  baste  to  get  it,  but  the 
man  who  put  it  up  saw  him  coming  and  cut 
it  down  to  save  it.  He  then  ran  with  it  bat 
it  took  Storey  only  a  short  lime  to  overtake 
him.  Then  there  whs  a  hand  to  band  en- 
counter, but  as  in  the  vvar  itself  right  con- 
quered, thouah  both  men  were  badlj  used 
up.  The  blo.id  from  Storey's  nose  spattered 
all  over  the  flag  aud  the  marks  of  it  are  dis- 
cernible loday.  Storey  delivered  the  flag  to 
Colonel  Jones,  who  kept  it  until  a  few  years 
ago  when  he  gave  it  back  to  the  man  who 
so  courageou>ly  took  it.  Now  there  is 
nothing  that  Comrade  Storey  prizes  higher 
than  that  flag. 

Shortly  alter  4  o'clock  the  festivities 
ceased  and  all  gave  three  cheers  fyr  one  of 
the  most  successful  reunions  ever  held  by 
the  2()ih  Regiment. 

On  departing  it  was  voted  that  each  mem- 
ber oe  a  committee  of  one  to  work  for  the 
success  of  the  reunion  next  year,  which  will 

|be  in  charge  of  Comrade  Hogan  as  chair- 
man, assisted  by  the  other  members  living 
in  Lawrence. 

Battle  of  Cedar  Crceh. 
The  following  is  the  poem,  read  by  Com- 
rade Fulton  on  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek, 
Oct.  19,  lS(i4: 

Comrades  and  friends  of  sixty-one, 
Year  after  year  has  come  and  none. 
Till  thirty-'hree  their  course  have  run. 

Since  the  lirst  blood  at  Baltimore. 

Comrades,  I  am  not  here  to  tell 
What  you  already  know  so  wed, 
How>eedhani,  Ladd  aud  Whitney  fell. 
Our  earliest  gift  for  Liberty. 

I  came  to  ?peak  of  days  that  sped 
Long  after  those  three  ma.tyrs  bled. 
Of  fields  strewn  o'er  with  paliiots  dead, 
j  Who  died  lor  home  aud  country, 

I  Of  days  of  carnage,  toil  and  pain. 
Of  weary  niareli  through  sun  and  rain. 
To  Cedar  Cret-k's  dark  l)loody  plain, 

I  Of  aad  but  glorious  memory. 


By  that  quiet  Htrcam  day  after  dav, 

Its  peacelul  niurniurln;;s  cbarmcu  our  Btayi 

The  arj  y  oi  the  valicy  lay, 

Uestlng  ill  false  security. 

The  foe  on  t'lshcr's  Hill  |g  seen, 
Where  he  so  lately  whipped  had  been. 
What  now  his  jraine  we  could  uot  plau 

Though  we  were  walchluB  carefully. 

At  Opequam  one  mouth  before 

Wlicre  Nortli  and  ilortii  their  blood  did  pour, 

Aud  rebel  hopes  re  o  ved  a  scuro 

That  shook  the  tiham  confederacy! 

Now  thus  wo  were  not  lontj  to  stfcy. 
For  soon  came  that  historic  day, 
When  many  a  ))atrloi.  soldier  lay  • 
In  death,  in  blee,diug  agony. 

'Twasiaii  Oetolier's  misty  morn, 
Just  as  the  liAhl  of  ilay  was  born. 
From  left  to  right  ihe  knoll  vv.t«  borne, 
Uy  a  loud  roll  of  niu'iketry. 

To  arms !  to  arms !   Then  rolled  the  drum, 
'Tentlou  Brigade,  the  foo  they  ■  ome, 
Aud  louder  yet  their  v  iUie  i  hum 

As  we  stood  there  impatiently. 

Now  hark!  that  crazy  Rebel  yell. 
Ah  ir  the  11  ndd,  l)roke  loose  trom  Hell, 
Were  shrieking  I'o  ih  a  wild  farewell 
To  huuiau  hope  eternally. 

Wc  are  surprised.   The  foe  has  turned 
Our  left  •  nd  II  inked  us.    How  we  burned 
With  rage  and  shame.    We  saiUy  mourned 
And  left  our  works  despondently. 

Again  wc  faced  that  storm  of  ileaih. 
Entombed  in  (lory  sulphurous  breath. 
Uut*ll  in  vain  our  hope,  our  faith 

Droopt  'mid  the  awful  revelry. 

Yet  nearer,  louder,  came  that  cry 
Which  rent  the  air  from  earth  to  sky. 
To  stand  that  storm,  to  do  or  die, 
Was  hopeless  imbecility. 

Before  that  ruthless  horde  we're  driven 
And  droopt  our  ling,  now  torn  and  riven, 
While  round  our  p^th  like  lire  Irom  heavea. 
The  shot  and  shell  pour  fatally. 

To  rally  our  boys  some  colonels  tried. 
'Twas  vain;  their  orders  were  detied. 
Each  comrade  lool;t  to  each  and  sighed. 

Where.  Where,  OU!  Where  is  Sheridan? 

That  brave  young  leader  was  away, 
(Full  well  old  Lariy  knew  lliai  nay) 
When  Ue  returns  what  will  he  say 
To  this  doieat  inglorious? 

A  straggling  mass  we  now  are  pressed, 
Harrassed,  dejected  and  oppressed. 
Weary  and  faint  from  wouu.is  umlressed. 

We  plod  our  way  most  hopelessly. 

Hark!   The  wild  cheers  that  cleave  the  air, 
Wliat  mean  they      Who  is  coming  here? 
A  foaming  coal  black  steed  is  ttiere  — 

Hurrah!  Hurrah!  Tis  Sheridanl 

What  means  all  this?  our  hero  cried. 

This  when  I'm  gone— Comt,  st' m  this  tide. 

Where  is  that  pi-owess  lately  tried 

At  Fisher's  Hill  and  Winchester? 

Come,  face  the  other  way,  my  men, 
We  '11  light  thein  now  and  111  k  them;  then 
Wc  are  going  back  to  camp  again, 
It  you  will  only  follyw  me. 

As  if  by  wizard's  magic  wand 
That  weary  crowd  came  to  a  stand. 
Each  grasped  his  musket  firm  in  hand 

And  faced  the  exultant  enemy. 

Now  o'er  the  plain  line  forms  on  line 

With  solid  irout.   An  army  line 
I  Moves  otit  in  s)dtndid  battle  line 
1  And  stopt  the  Johnnies  suddenly. 

Now  fight  like  men,  ye  treacherous  crew, 
Prepare  for  death,  your  deeds  review, 
You  slaughtered  our  brave  Boys  in  Blue 

While  they  were  sleeping  peacefully. 

Then  raged  the  carnage.   Firm  they  stood, 
I  Closed  up  their  rauks  as  fast  they  could 
For  many  a  foe  lay  bathed  in  b;ood 

By  our  oleath  dealing  musketry. 

Pciil  after  peal,  war's  music  rolled, 
O'er  wood  and  plain  with'woe  untold, 
To  many  a  home,  to  n  any  a  lold, 

In  this  sweet  laud  of  liberty, 

And  shook  the  mountain  and  the  glen 
With  cannon's  roar  and  tramp  of  men. 
And  rush  of  horse  througn  Wood  and  fen. 
On,  on  to  death  or  victory. 

The  day  is  ours,  on  comrades,  on. 
They  waver.   See  their  line  is  gone. 
Now  forward  and  the  battle's  won. 

Hurrah!  for  Little  Sheridan. 

That  heap  falls  back.   They  turned  and  ran 
And  then  a  bloody  scene  began. 
Twas  awful  thus  to  si  lUghter  man 

In  this  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  old  camp  is  gaiueu,  yet  on  we  go, 
To  harass  still  the  Hying  foe, 
Till  darkness  wraps  t.iis  vale  of  woe 
In  silent  deathly  solitude. 

^he  morning  saw  that  j-ebel  host 
lu  flush  of  triumph,  taunt  and  boast, 
Aud  when  the  su.i  set  ad  was  lost 
In  ruin  aire  disastrous. 

A  triumph,  comrades  for  the  cause 
Of  rr^iedom,  Union  and  ihcjr  laws. 
Let  earth  rejoice  with  lanu  appiause, 
America  and  Liberty. 

Now  comrades  dear,  our  hair  is  gray. 
Our  ranks  grow  le.ss  each  eigli.eeuni  day. 
But  while  WB  live  let's  meet  this  ilay 

To  tell  this  wondrous  history. 

Our  greatest  leaders  all  hare  gone. 
The  rank  and  file  are  following  on. 
With  faltering  steps  we  move  along 

To  the  eternal  camping  ground. 

We  ask,  not  for  the  mead  of  praise 
For  duty  done  in  those  dark  days, 
Our  i;atB  was  clear  to  sav.  and  r.iise 

Our  country  from  dismemberment,  ji 

Then  wave  old  glory,  freedom's  light,  fflj 

Thy  stripes  and  stars  with  lustre  bright,  "9 

Proclaim  o'er  land  and  sea  thy  might  I 

And  Columbia's  aacendeucy,  ^ 
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^  Pveaident  Fnltoii  was  luastiiiastov  ami 
welcomed  all  to  the  twenty-t  hiid  vv 
uuion.  ti^^r^^iilatious  weru  UBitainly 
in  ftider  On  such  an  occasion  audall 
should  feel  well  pleased.  He  mtmed 
thofio  gathovifi<;H  would  be  kept  T^r  as 
lonjf  as  tlieio  was  a  single  member  of 
the  association  left. 

Secretary  C'usliinfj  then  read  a  few 
replies  from  members  unable  to  be  pres- 
ent, all  extending  regrets  because  of 
their  inability  to  be  present  and  e.\i)res- 
sions  of  hope  that  tlie  affair  would  bo 
supiaBsful.  Letters  came  from  Wash- 
ingtBn,..  D.  C,  Miniieai)olis,  Minn., 
Wai'sawj  Indiana.  Seattle,  Washington, 

1  Biddeford,  Mo.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Cal- 
ifornia, Austin,  Texas  and  elsewhere. 

i^4i*'iong  the  replies  received  was  one  of 
especial  interest,  coming  from  Alice  (-'. 
Risley  of  West  Plains,  ^Mo.,  a  native  of 
Townsend.  Mass.,  who  went  south  with 
her  fatjier  and  mother  before 'the  war. 
.4fter  the  war  opened,  Mrs.  Uisley's 
father,  Mr.  Farmer,  escai)ed  and  joined 
tHe  Union  army  and  her  mother  and  her- 
s^,  1h  the  summer  of  18(i2,  (lame  dOwn 
tb*' •'■Mississippi  to  New  Orleans,  in  a 
boat,.  i'fefugoes,  and  fell  in  with  northern 
tro»ps,  becoming  especially  attached 
to  the  2(ith  Mass.  Mrs.  Farmer  and 
Miss  Alice  nursed  among  the  Union 
troops,  and  after  the  war  the  daughter 
became  Mrs.  Uisley.  In  answer  to  sec- 
retary ('ushing's  invitation  to  attend  the 
reunion,  she  wrote  the  following  inter- 
esting letter : 

Mrs.  Risley's  Letter. 

West  Plains,  Mo.,  Oct.  4,  '96. 
Dear  Comruilc  Cushhtg  : 

An  invitation  to  attend  the  twenty- 
third  reunion  of  the  'itith  Massachusetts, 
at  South  Framingliam,  is  before  me. 
How  much  genuine  pleasure  it  would 
give  me  to  accept  this  invitation  cannot 
be  told.  I  cannot  think  of  a  greater 
pleasure  than  to  meet  with  the  boys  of 
thfe  old  twenty-sixth. 

Memory  goes  back  to  the  summer  of 
1862,  when  you  were  quartered  in  Lafay- 
ette square,  with  the  regimental  hospital 
just  across  the  street, Dr.Bradt  in  charge, 
Ed.  Tarbell  nurse.  I  well  remember  the 
first  time  mother  and  I  went  there,  in- 
quiring whether  there  was  "anybody 
here  from  Townsend?"  And  there  was 
George  Adams,  Loren  Hosley,  Warren 
Clark  and,  in  fact,  dear  old  Co.  B.  I  be- 
lieve in  time  we  knew  every  one  of  that 
company.  Next  in  our  affections  came 
Co.  E.  Before  they  left  the  custom  house 
I  think  we  knew  some  one  inevery  com- 
pany of  the  regiment. 

The  2Gth  Massachusetts  has  always 
been  '-Our  first  love,"  among  the  vari- 
ous regiments  our  hospital  experience 
brought  us.  We  loved  them  all.  Only  a 
girl  thrown  among  them  as  I  was,  a  refu- 
gee from  home,  with  no  girl  friends,  can 
realize  how  dear  you  boys  were  to  me. 
There's  Charlie  Hall,  with  his  handsome 
brown  eyes  and  curly  hair,  and 
Charlie  Brown,  the  first  soldier  we  took 
out  of  the  hospital  and  nursed  back  to 
life,  only  to  give  it  up  on  the  bloody 
field  of  Winchester,  and  handsome  Frank 
W.  Wood  of  Co.  B.,  Cor.  Titus,  Stephen 
Knight,  the  Wilders  and  others  of  E,  not 
leaving  out  yourself  of  H.  O!  how  I 
would  like  to  meet  with  you.    I  would 

'i  Biis»  dear  old  Maj.C  lark.  True  man  Bates,' 

j  Frank  Stevens,  Searg't  Spauldinj,-  and 
Loran  Ho<ley:  bur  ir  v.-onld  be  a  Jfu's 

litif((^  to  meet  tixosf  ..f  you  who  will  he 

'there. 

f  4*/  ^ook  out  of  the  window,  I  wish  I  i 
couTd  see  Warren  Ciark  and  Billy  Hunt 
(the  long  and  short  of  it)  xcomin-r'np  j„.  i 
lia  or  Bacchus  streets.    So  many  memo-  i 
ries  crowd  each  other  as  I  go  over  the 
old  days,  that  my  inability  to  attend 
your  reunion  is  painful  to  me. 

Mother  and  I  enjoyed  meeting  Loren 
Hosley  at  Louisville,  and  we  anticipated 
meeting  again  in  St.  Paul. 

Of  us  three,  I  only  am  left.  They  have 
passed  the  picket  line  and  camped  in  tlie 
great  beyond. 

My  comrade,  the  memory  of  those  old 
days  of  '62  to  '65,  fills  me  with  so  much 
pain  and  pleasure  I  cannot  write  of  them 
as  I  would  wish.  My  feelings  are  inex- 
pressible; perhaps  you  know  how  it  is 
and  can  comprehend  what  I  am  unable 
to  write.  Tell  all  who  remember  me 
that  Alice  sends  them  her  love  and 
wishes  them  all  the  good  this  world  con- 
tains, and  hopes  to  yet  meet  with  them, 
at  least  once  more.  How  much  I  wish 
It  was  thi'i  time,  only  I  can  tell.  Thank- 
ing you  for  remembering  me,I  am  always 
Your  old  friend, 

Alice  C.  Risley.  i 
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latter,  received  \ 
iwton,  but  was  i 
delivered.  His 


The  readin"  of  tlu 
mudhapplasi 
voted  to  extci 

wi'itor,  the  se(  1 1  lai  v  lu  ing  .instructed  to 
communicate  the  vote  to  Mrs.  Uisley. 

Then  followed  several  speecncs,  the 
first  one  called  upon  being  If.  Murray 
Travis,  Past  Division  Chai)lain  of  the 
Massachusetts  Division,  Sons  of  V^eter- 
ans,  who  spoke  briefly  for  that  organi- 
zation. 

The  next  speaker  was  Capt.  .James 
Bivody  of    Fall  River,  of  Co.  G,  an  ex- 
collector  of  the  port  of  Fall  River,  who 
was  very  badly  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  losing  one  of  his  logs.  Cai)t. 
Bra^y  found  it  a  pleasure  for  him  to  bo 
l)resenr,  and  meet  his  old  comrades.  He 
then  paid  a  tribute  to  the  soldiers  who 
went  freely  to  wipe  out  the  disgrace  up- 
on the  flag, placed  there  by  the  rebellious 
south,  by  traitors'  hands.    Cost  was  not 
counted,  and  a  victory  was  not  only  won 
•  from  the  rebels  in  our  own  land,  but 
ifrom  the  foreign  |K)wers  who  stood  be- 
ihind  ;hem  and  hoped    tor  the  downfall 
!of  the  Union.    The  soldiery  hand  over 
to  their  sons  the  national  honor  in  better 
'condition  and    with   fairer  name  than 
when  they  received  it.    It  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will  receive  it  and  hand  it  down  as 
sacredly  to  their  sons. 

George  Harrington,  district  represen- 
tative of  the  Boston  Herald,  spoke  brief- 
ly,paying  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  honored 

veteran,  Luke  Smith.   

At  this  juncture,  the  secretaty  read 
an'  account  taken  frofu  the  \yorcesler 
■Tel.x'-ram  "f  Oct.  <>.  of  the  forwarding  to 
\Cov\K  Ed  vin  Ne.vton  of  the  regimen;, 
now  living  i;i  W  u.dvijle,  of  three  letters 
sent  hi  n  while  he  was  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  serving  under  Capt. 
;:nos  W.  Tlr-iver.    The  latter 
tl  .r  ;elici>    f>'i'  Corp.  New 
killed  before  thev  were  del  . 
effects  were  sent  home  and  laid  away  j 
and  recently,  while  Mrs,  Dean,  his  daugh- 1 
ter,  was  examining  them  at  her  home  in  ; 
Mansfield,  these  letters  were  found  and 
were  later  forwarded   to  Mr.  Newtor. 
They  were  from  his  mother  and  two  boV 
frieiids  of  his.    In  the  letter  from  his^ 
mother,  a  tender  epistle,  were  •■Sl.OO  from 
her  and  five  cents  in  script  from  his  sis- 
ter.   The  whole  story  of  the  letters  is 
very  romantic. 

Walter  M.  Fulton  of  Co.  H,  of  Man- 
chester, N.  H.,  was  next  introduced.  He 
was  glad  to  be  present  and  extend  con- 
gratulations. The  veterans  were  grow- 
fng  old,  but  they  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  they  had  given  their  best 
services  to  their  country  in  a  tune  of 
need.  The  speaker  indulged  in  some 
pleasing  reminiscences. 

Senator  Geo.  A.  Reed,  of  Co.  E,  of 
Saxonville,  reminded  his  comrades  that 
thirty-five  vears  ago  Sunday,  the  eigh- 
teenth,they 'went  to  the  front  for  service. 
He  found  it  a  source  of  pleasure  and 
pride  to  be  present.  His  comrades  had 
taken  good  care  of  themselves.  The 
records  of  all  were  good  on  the  field  and 
'in  the  camp, and  have  been  kept  up  since 
the  war.  Mr.  Reed  referred  to  his  sena- 
torial work  and  said  he  had  tried  to  do 
his  duty  at  the  state  house,  and  keep  his 
record  good  there.  He  had  fought  hard 
for  the  old  soldier  and,  as  long  as  he  had 
breath  in  his  body,  should,  he  said,  fight 
for  the  interests  of  his  comrades  in  arms.  , 
He  extended  a  welcome  of  all  to  Fram- 1 
ingham,  which  had  always  been  true  to  j 
her  soldier  boys. 

Jas.  F.  Upham  of  Boston,  for  nineteen  , 
years  secretary  of  the  regim-ental  associ- 1 
atiou,  a  hospital  steward  in  the  war,  was  j 
introduced,  and  indulged  in  reminiscen- 
ces, of  which  his  mind  was  full  at  this  1 
o-athering.    Touchingly,  he  told  of  pain  j 
and  sickness  and  the  sufferings  of  the  j 
boys  in  the  regiment,  some  of  whom  j 
'were  present  at  this  reunion  and  others 
who  never  came  out  of  the  war,  or  came  I 
home  and  have  since  passed  away.  These 
scenes  of  years  long  passed  were  brought 
;freshly  to  the  mind  by  these  renewals  of 
friendship  and  comradeship. 

Treasurer  Hall  spoke  of  the  last  en- 
campment at  St.  Paul,  and  led  in  the 
sinoiug  of  a  new  and  modern  version  of 
John  Brown's  body. 

Capt.  Frank  H.  Whitcomb  of  Acton,  a 
visitor  and  guest,  commander  of  J.  C. 
Davis  post  168,  G.  A.  R.  was  glad  to 
be  present,  and  presented  his  compli- 
ments. A'  '  ■  ,  ^  1 
Comrade  William  Fulton  here  referred 
to  his  visit  to  the  encampment  at 
Louisville  in  1895,  and  to  an  occurrence 
there,  which  illustrated  the  changes 
since  1861.  -     — .  - 
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(1.     .V-  Mr.  ' 
r.iiJiiic  iir,s(.-riptioii  of  tli' 
ict.  mapy  minds  went  b, 
o  that  eventful  Septenili'  . 
Hero  is  the  story,  as  told  in  rl 


I       Battle  of  Winchester.  Sept.  19 

"t'oiiirailus,  iinotlier  year  lias  sijiid, 

Aiiotlicr  initcHtoiio  we  liave  socu, 
AiioU^r  winter  o'er  our  liead 
lla^p^eU  Milieu  laHt  we  diil  con 
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Wliat  for  tliese  fiatl'erincs,  ast;s  t 
Wtiat  for  ttiifi  coinr.ailesriip  so  triv 

(Jjir  OHlyanswur,  deatli  .ind  daiigoi, 
TogeOfctfacod  for  lioiin;  and  you 


Vear  .i^Kr  JP'O'  we  fondly  meet, 

A  halWoi  I  'unrades  w'uliled  fast 
In  fil  e  of  battle.    N'ow  we  greet  ' 
I    Kaeli  otlicr  and  recall  the  past. 

'rStSTavfl^iI'past!   When  tliis  dear  Ia'»'3*'  ' 
Was  Uarlcened  by  war's  funeral  pall ; 

W'litili  tklB  in\i-  go~  oiiiineiit,  80  fiieaiaiid  guuU, 
Seeded  reeling,  tottering  to  Its  fall !       '  ,y 

'Tip  five  and  thirty  vears  ago, 

'since  we  took  oath  to  guard  and  shield  > 
I  Old  Glory  from  our  country's  foe,  ' 
Even.QU  the  bloody  battlefield. 

^  At  Ope<iuan,  that  scene  of  death, 

Tliat  furnace  of  consuming  flame,  * 
When  men  went  down  with  martyr's  faMl, 
For .JE^eedom,  Union,  Honor's  name. 

The  sun  arose,  September  s  sun  :  fitk'i 

Hismoiiiing  rays  were  glorious,  brighjtt'  ' 
And  all  was  iieace ;  no  iiicliet  gun 
Gave  signal  of  the  coming  light. 

But  hark !  Now  hear  the  cannon's  b  jom, 
The  war  fiend  now  has  opened  wide 

His  jaws  of  death,  with  fearful  doom. 
To  many  a  hero  true  and  tried. 

Forward  at  double  ijuick  is  the  cry, 
>  h  orward  all,  sweltering  hot  for  breath  ;  ■ . 
Forward,  tliat  was  a  time  to  try 
The  soldier's  lieart,  the  soldier's  faith. 

^The  welcome  order.  Halt,  was  given  ; 
r   Tear  down  that  fence,  brave  (;rover  calls, 
I  While  round  us  earth  and  air  were  riven 
With  sere-clung  sliells  and  minnie  balls. 
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Forward  that  skirmish  line,  and  then 

.Swift  followed  }5irge's  first  brigade,  j,. 
Forward,  now  steady,  steady  men, 
He  saitl,  as  cool  as  on  i)arade. 

Forward,  through  woo(Ib  in  line  of  battle, 
.  Steady  and  still  f.achiai;  stood  well;,  „• 
Forward !    Wh  ■  feared  xlie  conflicts  battfe? 
Forward,  into  the  moijth  of  hell. 

The  combat  opens  now  and,  when 
Bang    ent  our  deadly  muskets'  fire,  '' 

Zip  came  the  rebel  bullets  then, 
And  quick  the  foe  seemed  to  retire. 

Forward  we  pressed  them  double  (juick. 

Loading  and  firing  as  we  ran  : 
But  soon  we  saw  the  cunning  trick. 

Fur  what  this  strategy  began. 

On  right  and  front  blazed  forth  a  storm 

Of  grape  and  canister,  aud  far 
And  near  the  sul]>hurous  air  was  warm 

With  those  death  dealing  dogs  of  war. 

Upon  our  flank  those  murderous  guns 
Kept  up  that  withering,  deadly  fire; 

We  are  flanked,  is  cried ;  each  soldier  turns,— 
Fall  back,  is  the  order ;  we  retire. 

The  Johnnies  then,  with  frantic  yell. 
Came  rushing  with  triumjihant  glee; 

But,  ah,  we  formed  again  and  fell 
Upon  them ;  short,  sad  victory.  v 

Forward  again  the  first  brigade, 
Cried  gallant  Farr,  our  leader  now ; 

Forward  the  second  charge  is  made, 
Forward,  oh  where  is  Early  now? 

The  battle  raged  now  far  and  wide, 
With  desperate  strife  in  wood  and  plain, 

And  many  a  turf  with  blood  is  dyed. 
From  those  who  ne'er  will  smile  again. 

jCharge  after  charge,  yet  stid  the  foe 
Maintains  his  ground  with  sacred  zeal ; 

Come  !   Forward,  shouts  the  leader.   Ho ! 
Break  down  that  wall  of  Yankee  steel. 


gain  they  turn,  again  retire; 
-V^ain  our  fiercest  charge  withstood  ; 
,Again  they  close  their  ranks  and  fire. 
Again  the  earth  drinks  human  bloo(j^  •  - 

Thus  waged  the  carnage  loud  and  long. 
And  smiled  the  sun  in  autumn  glory. 

While,  hark,  yon  wild  bird's  trembling  songjj. 
Now  hovering  o'er  this  field  so  gory. 

Now  all  is  over,  victory's  won,  ju 
The  foe  has  fled,  dejected,  sore  ;  T 

A  hard  fought  field,  brave  deeds  were  done. 
That  pass  to  history's  cherished  lore. 

But  walk  with  me  across  this  field. 
And  through  those  woods  on  either  side. 

See  what  a  harvest  war  doth  yield. 
O'f  brave  men  who  for  country  died. 

Here  lie  the  victims,  stark  and  bleeding, 
.  In  mangled  heajis,  both  old  and  young ; 
Cnconscious  now  of  war's  proceeding. 
Or  that  their  deeds  will  e'er  be  sung. 

Shade  of  the  immortal  .Sheridan,  who  led 
That  patriot  host  to  victory  on  that  day.; 

Thy  name  we  hail  with  love  for  what  thou  did, 
■To  save  our  country  from  rebellion's  sway. 

Then  wave  Old  Glorv  over  freedom's  fane, 

Thy  beauteous  folds  protect  the  nation's  weal : 
Let  peace  aud  love  and  happiness  remain. 
To  bless  its  people  anS  G^l's  grace  reveal. 

_      .J.  R.  Fulton, 

Co.  H,  SCth  Mass. 


"'^MiaiPlTg  J'i.  §t<^of  Boston  had  a 
slory  to  tell  to  the  amusement  of  all, 
after  whicih  all  joined  in  singing  "Auld 
Lang  Sy'ne,'*^  Jfnd  the  twepty-third  ap- 
nual  reunion'  was  ^^thing  0*  ttj*^  JB^^: . 
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MEN  WHO  FOUGHT  T.G  JHER. 


Twenty-Sixth  Rej^iment  Vets 
Hold  Their  23d  Rdiinion. 


A  Cane  of  SoutUern  Corn  Stalk  Pie- 
tented  to  Venerable  r.uke  smUb  of 
Acton — I'oit-Priindlal    Soeechei  by 
'  D.  Murray  Trartt,  Citpt.  Brady  and 
State  Senalor  Ree<I. 
(Special  Dispatch  to  the  Sunday  Herald.] 
SOUTH  FRAMINGHAM,  Oct.  17,  1896. 
Although  not   the  largest  In  point  of 
attendance,  the  23d  annual  reunion  of 
the  26th   Massachu-^etta  Regiment  As- 
Bociation,  held  here  today,  was  full  of 
Interest  and  spirit. 

After  electing  officers  for  the  year, 
the  meeting  decided  to  hold  the  next  an- 
nual reunion  in  Lowell,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  arransements  was  chosen. 

It  was  voted  to  present  to  the  vener- 
able Luke  Smith  of  Acton,  the  oldest 
member  of  the  associaiion,  a  cane 
made  of  a  southern  corn  stalk,  which 
has  been  sent  from  his  farm  In  Mary- 
land by  Lieut.  Seth  Bowen,  a  member 
of  the  association,  who  desired  the  walk- 
ing stick  presented  to  the  senior  mem- 


ber of  the  26th.  Mr.  Smith  is  upward 
of  80  years  of  age.  and  was  one  of  the 
Massachusetta  men  who  marched 
through  Baltimore  in  1861.  His  father 
fought  at  Concord  bridge  in  1775. 

At  the  annual  banquet,  served  in  the 
Smith  block,  the  president  offered  con- 
gratulatory remarks,  and  also  read  an 
original  poem  of  a  reminiscent  charac- 
ter, which  was  loudly  applauded.  Tho 
secretary— who  was  13  years  and  three 
months  old  when  he  enlisted— then  read 
letters  of  regret  from  association  mem- 
bers located  In  Washington,  D.  C,  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  Warsaw,  Ind.,  Seattle, 
Wash.,  Biddeford,  Me.,  New  Orleans, 
Austin,  Tex.,  and  California.  Among 
the  letters  was  one  from  Alice  C.  RIs- 
ley  of  West  Plains,  Mo.,  who,  in  the; 
summer  of  1862,  when  a  refugee  girl 
from  home,  a&-isted  her  mother  (Mrs, 
Palmer)  in  nursing  the  soldiers  from 
the  North  as  they  lay  wounded,  sick 
and  dying  in  a  southern  hospital,  mem- 
bers of  the  26th  regiment  being  among 
them.  Amid  cheers  of  applause  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  declared  for  this  letter, 
and  iLi  writer. 

D.  Murray  Travis,  pa.«t  division  chap- 
lain of  the  Massachusetts  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, spoke  for  that  order;  Capt.  James 
Brady  of  Fall  River  uttered  stirring 
words  on  the  causes  and  results  of  the 
civil  war;  George  E.  Harrington,  rep- 
resentative of  The  Boston  Herald,  re- 
sponded for  the  press;  State  Senator 
George  A.  Reed  emphasized  very  elo- 
quently his  intrrest  in  and  for  the  men 
who  went  forth  to  batMe  for  a  common 
country,  and  ex-Secretary  James  F.  Up- 
ham  of  Boston,  and  Treasurer  Delette 
C.  Hall  of  Acton  spoke  briefly. 
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EGIMENTAIJEUNION  ON 

The  Comrades  of  the  Famous 
Twenty-Sixth  Meet  Again. 


COL.  EDWARD  ¥.  JONES. 


Colonel  Jones  of  New  York  an  Honored 
Guest -Officers  Elected. 


The   Veteran    Luke    Smith  Holds 
That  Honor. 

Luke  Smith  of  the  6th  and  26th  bt  Acton 
Is  the  oldest    member  of  the  Aglment. 

^as  a  member  of  Company  E  of  the  26th 
Jtogiment,  and  made  a  grand  record  in  the 
numerous  engagements  in  which  te  took 
part. 

Before  he  joined  the  26th,  he  had  just 
returned  from  the  field  of  briUlant  achieve- 
ments with  the  old  ana  famous  "sixth." 
Besides  being  the  oldest^llvlng  member  he 
has  the  honor  of  being  the  son  of  one  of  the 
heroes  who  fought  at  Concord  Bridge  in 

THE  YOUNGEST  TO  ENLIST. 

Secretary  Cushing  Shouldered  a  Rifle 
at  the  Age  of  13. 

EMwaxd  F.  Cushlng,  the  secretary  of  the 
regiment,  enlisted  when  ha  was  only  13 
years  of  age.  He  served  through  four  yeora 
of  the  strife,  carrying  a  musket  alongside 
many  who  were  old  enough  to  be  his  father 
or  even  grandfather. 

When  asked  how  It  was  that  he  was  al- 
lowed to  carry  a  musket  at  such  a  tender 
age,  he  replied  that  he  was  so  tall  and  un- 
galn.y  that  the  re«rult»ng  officers  took  him 
t«  be  at  least  18  years  of  age. 

He  enlisted  In  Ixjwell.  Mass.,  in  the  arm- 
S/'^'o^'V*?^'"'^^'  Sept.  3,  1861,  In  Co. 

H,  26th  Mass.  Infantry.  Ho  was  mustered 
&ut  Sept.  23xJ,  1865,  having  served  four 
reai-s  and  20  ^ya. 


 RAL  JONES. 

E.  F.  jOiiBs  of  Bingh^iipton,  N.  Y.' 
(JoEoK-le  .;ays-the-frelght)  was  then  Intro- 
duced by  the  chairman  as  "«  man  to  whom 


111 vi Leu  i-v^  u, 

WORTHLEY — In  this  city,  March  24 
at    27     Canada     street,     Dan,iel  E. 
Worthley,  aged  76  years,  1  months 
and  23  days. 

the  25th  regiment  Is  Indebted  for  Its  fine 
discipline  and  noble  work." 

Ofceer  after  cheer    were    given  for  the 
colonet' 

Said  Ool.  Jones:  If  I  ever  told  the  truth 
I  tell  It  now  when  I  say  I  am  glad  to  be 
here.  It  a  regret  that  I  have  never  before 
met  wlt.h  you,.  It  is  no  fault  of  yours  that 
1  have  not  foi  your  ever  faithful  secretary 
has  never  missed  me  with  his  notice.  But 
up  to  this  time  I  have  been  unable  to  come. 
I  was  told  It  would  not  be  safe  for  me  to 
dafer  my  visit  to  you  any  more  If  I  would 
see  you  this  aide  of  the  great  beyond.  We 
(nay  never  enjoy  each  other's  company 
again  (cries  of  yes  we  wlU.) 

"We  existed  on  the  ba^Iefleld  more  as 
father  and  son  than  anythiug  else.  My  aim 
was  to  head  a  regiment  that  would  be  a 
BuccesEful  one  and  history  shows  I  accom- 
I>}ished  what  I  sought  (cries  of  you  have.) 

I  hope  you  have  forgotten  the  discipline 
of  those  days.  After  passing  through  a 
serious  Illness  I  was  denied  a  leave  of  ab- 
sence and  impelled  by  what  was  ever  my 
guide  through  life — the  right— I  resigned 
my  commission.  I  watched  with  Interest 
your  progress  and  not  a  comrade  ever  fell 
in  your  ranks  who  was  not  mourned  by  me 
as  a  brother. 

"The  generations  now  have  but  little  rev- 
erence for  the  veterans  of  the  rebellion  and  jj 
those  of  us  who  are  obliged  to  call  for  as- 
sistance are  many  times  met  with  contempt 
and  treated  like  comuion  paupers.  It  is  . 
true  we  have  a  larg«  pension  roll  but  the 
politicians  are  responsible  tor  that.  j 

"There  is  one  thing  they  can't  rob  us  oti" 
and  that  is  the  memory  that  we  served 
faithfully  our  country  In  the  hour  o£  need.  ■ 
I  see  tefor  me  but  a  fragment  of    the  old 
regiment  I  mustered  in.    Many  are  . living' 
who  are  not  here  today.    We  are  glad  our' 
venerable  chaplain  Dr.  Babbldge  is  here 
today  (Applause.)   A  man  of  God  should  bo 
a  man  of  his  word  but  he  has  not  kept.jhls 
word  for  he  told  me  he  would  not  be  Ereifc] 
today  but  we  can  pardon  him  with  hi3'1»lt 
years  of  knapsack  drill,    (.\pplauso).   I  had  f 
lots  of  yiings  to  say  of  him  but  I  can't  eay  ^ 
ithem  now  that  he  Is  her#.  -^^^ 


'^■'UoSi  prominent TnTny  recollection  is 
General  Butler  (Applause)  and  no  man  de- 
serves more  gratitude  of  his  state  than  he. 

services  are  equaled  by  no  other  man 
(ctles  of  Amen.) 

I  '•ben.  BuUt-r  had  his  faults.  If  there  1.= 
(any  who  has  no  faults  let  him  b«  the  first 
'to  step  up  and  blacken  Gen.  Butler's  namt 
or  in  divine  words,  "Let  them  who  are 
without  sin  cast  the  first  stone." 
'  "I  hope  when  the  unprejudiced  history 
our  country  Is  wiltten  far  up  in  honorah 
place  will  be  found  the  name  of  Benjaml 
Fi'anklln  Butler  (appl«[^6). 

"I  enjoin  upon  you^^to  try  again  to  have 
that  justice  done  to  him  that  his  comrades ' 
demand.  '  ,,  a 

"I  have  but  'O  wish  you  farewell  ana 
wish  you  health  and  happines.s."  lAp- 
plause.)  ^.  , 

In  closing  Col.  Jones  had  something  to» 
say  about  the  nolitical  career  of  Comrade 
Read    which   created  much  amusement. 
Comrade  Read  denied  the  allegation  that  he 
was  (<  politician.  (Applause.) 

Here  a  little  booklet  entitled  "The  origin 
of  the  flag"  by  Col.  Edward  F„  Jones  was 
distributed  and  It  was  found-  to  be  a  very 
interesting  document. 
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Chaplain  Sa^BIdge  was  then  Introduced 
and  all  stood  and  cheered  him.    He  said: 

"Dur.ng  the  period  we  have  been  togeth- 
•er  I  bave  received  many  tokens  of  kindness. 
The  Iflfta  of  asking  me  to  follow  Col.  Jones 
surprl«Kid  ine.  We  know  that  at  the  pres- 
ent tln»j*e  histon'  of  the  old  6th  and  26th 
g1meaf&:,fe  being  made  up.  I  have  read 
ime  of  the  unsensible  work  of  some  men 
#ho  try  to  be  historians.  1  believe  that 
the  salvation  of  this  country  rested  with 
01.  Jones  and  the  old  Sixth. 

"In  Washington  It  was  acknowledged  to 
me  that  the  capltol  of  the  country  was 
saved  by  the  regiment. 

"I  have  tried  to  remedy  the  mistakes 
given  out  as  to  our  regiment  and  have  been 


^■Bf^StY  OF  REGIMENT. 


Sund  Eecord  of  Active 
j  Service. 

Ij^/phirty-slx  years  ago  the  regiment  was 

Y^fkn  the  old  6tb  Massachusetts  of  Bal- 
limora  fame  returned  from  Ita  three  months 
service  to  save'  the  Capitol  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  la  1861  lfce  officers  and  members  set 
oiit  to  raise  a  three  years  regiment.  Three 
conipanles  werp  recrlted  in  Lowell;  Co.  A, 
Caiptsin  G©org«|  M.  Dickerman;  Co.  D.,  Cap- 
tain Wcxreo;  Op.  H,  Captain  Andrew  Blood. 
Two  Co. 'e  F  and  I  wiere  raised  la  Lawrence, 
Co.  B  In  Groton,  Co.  B  In  Acton,  Co.  0  In 
Fall  Rlvar  and  Co.'s  C  and  K  from  different 
sections  making  ten  companies.  Its  first 
camp  wes^  Camp  Cameron  in  Cambridge, 


partially  suceesflful.    I  tad  an  opportunity  j 'Mass.,  but'. for  a  very  short  time.  Then 

Caiap  CbA>A  (now  the  fair  grounds  at  Low 


bt  seeing  much  of  Gen.  Butler  and  I  found 
him  always  disposed  to  do  what  he  could 
(o*.  the  suifering  raultitudeB.  I  secone 
^erything  Col.  Jones  has  said  about  him 
iipqw  he  was  ajways  ready  to  re- 
'  ad  furnish  H^atever  aid  he 
him  la  the  alghest  esteem 
'  (Applause). 
Fall  River  "the  hero  of 
next  called  and  warmly 
%iid:  "I  think  a  man  who 
doe*  liis  mil  and  bounden  duty  and  suc- 
ceeds is  entitlfed  ta  no  more  credit  than  th* 
ono  who  trius',  i^d  Xails.  We  are  all  pass- 
ing forward  now  including  our  young 
drumnjer  boy  &nd  he  being  the  youngesi 
will  naturali.v  l>e  the  last  to  pass  over  the 
river.  Then  tie  will  hear  the  voices  ol 
those  who  have  g^ne  before  hiim.  He  will 
recognize  some  of  the  voices — he  will  see 
Abraham  Lincoln,  Willis  H.  SowMrd,  U.  S. 
Grant,  Shei-inan,  Sheridan  and  Thomas. 
They  are  all  there  before  us  and  they  will 
all  welcome  him  with  open  ai-ms.  All  the 
old  grand  army  will  be  there  to  see  him 
wtheu  the  final  roll  Is  called."  (Applause.) 

Secretary  E.  J  '.  Eastman  then  read  let- 
ters of  regret  frcm  the  following  mem- 
bers who  were  unable  to  be  present:  Capt. 
Soth  Bonney  of  Mao'land  who  presented  the 
c&"n  at-alk  cane  to  the  regiment  who  in  turn 
g«e  it  to  Comrade  Luke  Smith  the  SO 
ycSi',  old  son  of  the  revolution,  last  year; 
Ooiiimde  L.  J.  Keyser,  Waltham;  Mrs.  Alice 
'C.  Rlsiey  who  ■was  with  the  regiment  at 
Nev»{iO»leans ;  last  year  she  sent  a  poem  and 
It  wis^  much  enjoyed.  "To  know  you  be- 
long^o  the  26th  Massachusetts  Is  a  pass- 
port Wto  my  heart"  the  letter  said; 
•Madison  Beals,  Watervllle,  Mass.;  J.  J 
uyi'&rshall.  Bonny  Eagle,  Mo.;  Ji^sse  Ck>a- 
good,  Kansas;  Wm.  A.  Jackson, -  Clinton ; 
George  A.  Adams,  Providence;  Dennis 
Jihoehan,  Maynard,  Mia«s. ;  Thomas  H.  An- 
ilaifcle,  Attleboro;  Jaunes  Jackson,  Marlow, 
N.  H.^  ,^orge  H.  Lawrence,  East  Pepper- 
Sloanc,  Warson,  Ind.;  David 
Isea;  Aaron  B.  Willard,  Greeley, 
Murphy,  Whltall,  N.  Y.;  J.  H. 
eago;  Henry  Chambers,  White 
River  Junction;  C.  W.  Ricker,  Austin,  'i^ex- 
aa.  : 

Tiero  was  a  great  round  of  laughter  when 
I  a  letter  was  read  from  Chaplain  Babbid^e 
Isaylrc;  he'was  too  iafinn  to  be  preaent.  Ho 
|<*anged  bis  mind  after  the  letter  had  been 
I  sen  t. 

I  NexKhe  quartette  sang  "Rest  Com- 
)  rades  Sweet  Rest." 

Col.  James  then  departed  and  on  motion 
of  C.  H.  Richardson  three  cheers  were 
I  given  for  him  and  O/ll  aald  "God  bless  Col.  > 
I  Jones." 

'  The  next  speaker  was  Lieutenant  Chas.  i 
H.  Richardson.  He  said:  "When  I  heard! 
our  president  say  our  venerable  chaplain ! 
was  responsible  for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  | 
our  regiment,  I  was  sorry  for  him  and  I  saw  j 
him  blush  at  the  charge.  There  is  noth-  I 
ing  spiritual  about  tlila  regiment.  (Laugh- 1 
ter).  I  have  always  remombcred  Col.  Jonoj! 
since  he  led  us  on.  If  he  did  not  succeed  | 
It  v^as  not  his  fault  hut  the  fault  of  the  ! 

.material  he.-had.  Thirty-six  ye.-u\s  ago  we' 
w<'re  muptpred  in  and  v^-o  were  all  boys, ! 
In  our  'teens — the  secretary  had  hardly  en- 1 

|tered  them.    .\11  the  field  officers  but  Ool.  I 

Ijones  have  passed  away  thou,'?h  not  on  the! 
field  of  battle.    Of  the  line  officers  probably 

the  majority  have  left  us.   They  always 

did  their  duty  and  we  shall  always  think  of 
them  at  the  best.  Turning  from  the  dead 
^ur  eyes  strike  Hall,  Upham,  Fulton,  Bas- 
sett  and  Read.  It  U  said  that  living  trou- 
bles are  worse  than  dead  ones.  (Laughter). 
There  Is  a  chance  for  all  of  you  for  heiaven 
but  I  don't  say  you'll  get  there.  (Laugh- 
ter.) You  will  be  sorry  you  dl(i  not  behave 
yourself  as  well  as  we  did.  God  bless  the 
old  soldier  as  his  patroitism  deserves.  (Ap- 
plause). 


ell)  was  pat  Ui  t^hape  and  In  the  latter  part 
of  September,  1861,  the  recruits  -were  or 
4ered  to  this  Camp  (Chase)  where  they 
Remained  until,  Nov.  21st  1361  then  with 
full  ranks  and  "Brooks"  band  of  Lowell  a 
band  -well  known  to  residents  of  that  time — 
they  left  for  the  seat  of  war.  The  officers 
of  th«  regiment  were  as  follows:  CJolonel 
Bdwiard  F.  Jones;  Lleutenant-<!olonel  A. 
B.  Farr;  Major  J.  A.  Sawtell;  Sergeant  J.  O. 
Bradt;  Chaplain  Charles  Babbidge;  Adju. 
tant-Oeorge  E.  Davis. 

Residents  of  Lowell  of  1861  will  well  re 
member  the  regiments  frequent  parades  In 
Loyrall  during  Its  enc«mpmcnt  at  CJamp 
,  Chase.  A  better  organized  regiment  never 
■  left  the  state.  One  thous«.nd  strong, 
good  band,  new  United  States  uniforms  and 
WltJr  the  latest  make  of  Springfield  muskets 
it  w«nt  from  Lowell  to  Boston  where  It 
was  reviewed  by  Governor  Andrew  and 
Ge4eral  Butler  on  Boston  pommon.  The 
"bo'ys  in  blue"  then  marched  down  State 
Street  to  Long  wharf  and  went  on  board 
of  tlje  Steamer  Constitution.  On  the  march 
do*n  State  Street  they  received  great  ap 
plausa.  From  Boston  the  steamer  went  to 
Portland,  Me.,  to  take  aboai^  the  13th 
Maine  Regiment,  Colonel  Shipley  but  It 
was  thought  that  as  many  were  on  board  as 
could  4>6  comfortably  accommodated  as 
g  there  vere  besides  the  26th  Massachusetts 
the  9th  Connecticut  and  the  6th  Massachu- 
betts  Battery.  So  the  12th  Maine  remained, 
.#nd  the  26th  Massachusetts  went  on  to 
i  Portress  Monroe  where  General  Phelps 
iame  on  board  and  took  command.  Th 
'r*Srta«i(t  then  proceeded  to  SMp  Island 
Miss.,  where  it  .arrived  Dec.  3rd  and  re- 
Bjafced  there  until  April,  1862. 

la  the  mean  time  other  troops  had  ar- 
rtved;  also  General  Butlor  and  Admiral 
Farragut  and  his  fleet  when  the  start  tor 
the  Mississippi  river  to  make  the  attack  on 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Phillip  was  made 
Alter  the  surrender  of  the  forts  the  regl 
ment  took  jwssession  with  Colonel  Jones  In 
command.  The  regiment  remained  In  the 
forts  some  few  months  and  was  then  ordered 
to  New  Orleans.  Then  a  chamge  came  In 
the  ofBcers  of  the  regiment.  Colonel  Jones 
resigned  and  Lleutenant-'Oolonel  Farr  was 
frts  some  few  months  and  was  then  ordered 
ant-colonel  and  Capt.  Clark  of  Co  B  major 
Major  Olark  received  severe  wounds  at 
tie  Battle,  of  Opequan  Creek  near  Win 
Chester,  Va.,  Sept.  19,  1854,  from  which  he 
died  in  a  few  days.  E.  S.  Olark  Post  N 
116  Qr  'A.  R.  0<  Groton,  Mass.  Is  named  for 
him.  ' 

From  New  Orleans  the  regiment  went  up 
through  the  state  of  Louisiana  on  the  left 
bank  ol  the  Mississippi  river  in  what  is 
known  as  the  "Tache"  county.  In  Feb. 
1£64  the  regiment  re-enllsted  for  a  further 
term  of  3  years  or  during  the  war,  and  In 
April  of  the  same  year  came  home  on  a 
30-day8  furlough  which  was  promised  them 
-for  re-enlletlng.  They  came  direct  to 
■Loweil  and  the  city  gave  them  a  grand  re- 
ception and  a  banquet  in  Huntington  Hall. 

Oa  the  expiration  of  the  30-days  fur- 
lough they  returned  to  New  Orleans.  In 
July  186*  they  were  ordered  to  the  army  of 
tie  Potomac.  They  were  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  City  Point,  Maiden  Hill  attached 
t6  the  l»t'a  army  corps.  When  the  Rebel 
General  Early  came  so  near  entering  Wash- 
ington. In  1864  the  regiment  was  sent  to 
Wdshia^ion  to  drive  him  back.  After  re- 
msininif.  ia  Washington  camping  at  Ten- 
lj>taun  :^e  2nd  division,  19th  army  coprs, 
Tto  .vhich**they  belnged  was  ordered  to  join 
General  Sheridan  In  the  Shenandoah  Val 
ley.    Oa  l^th,  1£64  the  regiment  w-as 

iiV  tbe  hotte»t!jOf  the  conflict  at  Opequan 
pfS^i  near  Winchester,  Va.,  loosing  many 
^cSl'ln  'kiH'^^\  and  wounJed.  In  Sept.  31st 
to  /3rd,  it  waa  la  the  engagement  at  Fisher 
Hill.  Oct.  Iv,  in  the  engagement  at  Ceder 
Orec'»     1'      "  nerldan  made  his  famous  rldo 


■^The  regiment  v.as  in  the  grand  review  at 
TJfashiugton.  They  w«re  sent  to  Savannah 
Ga.,  muoh  to  their  disgust.  The  order  for 
iBUstering  out  .troops  at  the  closs  of  the 
w-ar  was  the  oldest  first.  As  the  time  of 
the  zeth  was  taken  from  Its  last  enlisrtment 
it  was  not  counted  as  old,  as  were  som«> 
iliat  had  not  been  out  as  long.  So  they  (the 
^<.th)  had  to  relieve  troops  to  go  home  that 
had  not  been  out  as  long  as  they  had  They 
were  finally  ordered  mustered  out  August 
26th,  1865,  reached  home  and  were  dig 
charged  on  Sept.  23rU,  ISGo  making  a  con- 
tinuous service  of  four  years.  During  that 
time  2700  names  v.ere  on  the  rolls..  There 
are  now  284  names  of  living  members  on  the 
books  of  the  association.  They  are  eoat- 
tered  about  in  22  states.  The  knoWJf  ser- 
Ivors  are  as  follows: 


THE  VENERABLE  CHAPLAIN. 


Charles  Babbidge  the  venerable  chaplain 
is  &1  years  old  and  lives  in  Peppereli,  Ha 
and  Comrade  Luke  Smith  of  Aotou,  .Si» 
years  of  age,  were  given  all  the  atteuti&;i 
possible.  Comrade  Smith  is  a  great  hero 
wherever  he  goes.  His  father  fought  at 
Concord  Bridge  and  one  of  the  treasured  re- 
membrances Comrade  Smith  has  Is  a  pair 
of  cuff  buttons  his  father  wore  at  that  fight. 

Chaplain  Babbidge  was  a  groat  friend  of 
General  Butler  and  marched  through  Bal- 
timore with  him.  In  his  hurry  he  took  his 
Masonic  sword  Instead  of  his  army  sword 
but  he  was  not  hurt.  Eventually  lie  con- 
cluded It  was  on  account  of  the  Masonle 
sword. 


The 


The  veterans  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Massa- 
«».,,.ott,  Rpe-iment  who  met  in  reunion  yes- 1  of  0;^  .   that  did  not  re-enlist  ex- 

Srday  may  well  feel  p«ud  of  the  pert  their  j  fp.rod  on  thU  they  foufht  with  the 

organization  took  In  the  war  for  the  pres 
ervatlon  of  the  Union.    The  ranks  are  fas 
depleting,  but  the  patriotism  and  love  of 
country  Is  not  diminished.  ; 


(to 

Th' 


2ft  miles  away.) 
ir    last  engagement. 


,vere    killed,    wounded  and 
ja.    The  ranks  were  nerver  so 
^  then.    The  10  compa- 
l|datb'1  Into  R'O  and  made  a 
t,,  ."Wm.  H.  Ciiapman  Co.  E 
lieutenant-colonel  and 
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^ENLISTED  AT  AGE  OF  13. 


i/in  F.  Gushing,  One  of  the  Young- 
est Civil  War  Veterans, 
Is  Dead. 


Edwin  F.  Gushing,  said  to  be  one  of 
the  youngest  men  who  enlisted  for  ser- 
vice In  the  civil  war,  died  yesterday  of 
Heart  disease,  at  his  home,  9  Harvard 
place,  Somerville. 

For  13  years  Mr.  Gushing  vras  super- 
intendent of  manufacturing  at  the 
South  Boston  house  of  correction,  and 
also  for  four  years  he  held  a  similar 
position  at  the  New  Jersey  slate  prison, 
recent  years  he  had  been  employed 
the  Charlcstown  Navy  Yard.  He 
leaves  a  widow. 

Mr.  Gushing  was  born  in  Dover,  Ni 
H.,  May  29,  1848.  but  was  brought  up  in 
Lowell,  from  which  city  he  enlisted  in 
company  H,  26th  Massachusetts  '  regi- 
ment, Sept.  3,  1S61.  With  his  regiiueirt 
he  participated  in  many  battles. 
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Fifty  Survivors  of  tlie  26th  Mass- 
acliusetts  Infantry  Gatlier  For 
tlie  Annual  Reunion. 


Forty-four  years  ago  Saturday  the 
final  Viattle  of  Winchester,  Va.,  was 
fought  between  the  forces  of  Gen.  Phil- 
ip H.  Sheridan  and  Gen.  Jubal  A.  Early, 
the  army  under  "Fighting  Phil"  winning 
the  disputed  position  from  the  long- 
headed rebel  cavalry  leader. 

Saturday  fifty  survivors  of  that 
battle,  all  veterans  of  the  26th  Mas- 
sachusetts infantry,  met  in  Post  185 
hall,  Wyman's  Exchange,  for  their  an- 
nual reunion.  Forty-four  years  ago 
they  had  all  run  out  from  a  belt  of 
wood.s  into  an  open  plain,  making  for 
the  enemy's  position,  at  the  same  time 
coming  into  touch  with  the  Second 
and  12th,  Virginia  infantry  regi- 
ments. The  Virginians,  who  were  the 
flojver  of  the  Southern  armies,  while 
unprepared  for  the  sudden  appearance 
of  the  Federal  troops,  nevertheless 
opened  up  a  brisk  musketry  fire,  and 
that's  why  the  26th's  survivors  of  that 
battle  will  tell  you  of  wounds  they  re- 
ceived in  that  charge  through  the  belt 
of  woods  and  into  the  open  plain,  on 
September  19th,  1864. 

The  reunion  opened  with  a  business 
session,  shortly  after  11  o'clock.  Abouv 
50  veterans,  accompanied  by  wives  and 
daughters,  were  present.  Reports  of 
the  last  reunion  were  read,  and  then 
the  list  of  deaths  during  the  past  year 
was  given.  It  held  10  names.  Those 
who  died  were:  James  A.  Sherinan, 
.Company  A;  William  Crockett,  Com- 
j)any  C;  Lieut.  O.  W.  Dickerman, 
::ompany  A,  Lowell;  Wm.  A.  Searles, 
~;ompany  A,  Lowell;  Daniel  Keating, 
pompany  A,  Lowell;  Mason  Wheeler, 
.Company  E,  Acton;  David  Rogers. 
t:"ompany  F;  Edward  Sullivan,  Com- 
pany I;  James  A.  Parker,  Company  B, 
and  Frank  L.  Wood,  Company  I. 

Letters    were    rej^d    from  various 
members  of  the  association  who  were 
unable  to  be  present  at  the  reunion. 
The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
/ear  was  then  in  order.    Those  choseii 
vere:    President,  C.  C.  Capelle,  Com- 
■aiiy  B.  Leominster;   first  vice  presl- 
ent,  Samuel  Burrows,   Company  E, 
cton;  second  vice  president,  James  L. 
Toward,  Company  C.  Brockton;  secre- 
I  rv,  J.  H.  Balcom,  Company  B.  Na- 
\Ur.   treasurer,  D.  H.  Hall,  Company 
pVcton;  executive  committee:  Joseph 
';kard,  Company  A,  Lowell;  George 
\ms,  Company  B.  Townsend;  James 
Howard.  Company     C,  Brockton; 
rael  F.  Barnes,  Company  D,  Ever- 
;  James  Monroe.  Company  E,  Con- 
Wd  Junction;  F.  D.  Parrish,  Company 
Nashua,  N.  H.;     Patrick  Hogan. 
riompany  G,   South     Andover;  John 
I'lexander.  Company  H.  Manchester.  N. 
f.;   Calvin  Greenwood,     Company  1, 
rashua,  and  Oliver  W.  Balcom,  Com- 
any  K,  Shirley. 
{■  It  was  vot-ed  to  hold  the  next  annual 
Reunion  in  this  city  on  September  18, 
•  909. 

rfhe  Roster. 

The  roster  of  those  present  is  as  lo\- 
ows:  General  Edward  F.  Jones  of 
Bingham pton.  N.  Y..  first  colonel  of  the 
2fith  regiment,  and  at  one  time  colonel 
of  the  famous  Sixth  Massachusetts; 
Band.  Abel  F.  Crooker,  Lowell;  Com- 
pany A.  Lieut.  C.  H.  Richardson,  Lieu- 
James  F.  Upham,  Sergt.  Martin  L. 
Rassett.  Capt.  George  M.  Dickerman, 
Sergt  J.  F.  Slater.  R.  Brown,  E.  A. 
Sawyer.  Patrick  Halpin.  Joseph  Pack- 
ard, N.  A.  Balcom.  Leonard  Blood  and 
Mr.  Taylor;  Company  B.  Lieut.  C.  C. 
Messer.  Commissary  Sergt.  M.  L  Gor- 
ing. Sergt.  C.  C.  Capelle.  A.  B.  Brown, 
George  A.  Adams.  W.  B.  Clark,  S.  W 
f^riffiths.  J.  H.  Balcom.  Benjamin  W. 
Parker.  Stephen  B.  Wheeler.  Randall 
M.  Ewing  and  G.  A.  Litchfield;  Com- 
pany C.  James  L.  Howard;  Company 
D.  Israel  F.  Barnes;  Company  E. 
Lieut.  Silas  p.  Blodgett.  Lieut.  George 
A.  Reed.  Commissary  Sergt.  D.  H.  Hall, 
F.  H.  Stevens.  Samuel  R.  Barrows, 
James  Monroe,  Lincoln  E.  Wheeler, 
Samuel  Whitney,  Addison  B.  Wheeler, 
C.  P.  Pickard  and  E.  D.  Lothrop;  Com- 
pany F.  .\ndrew  H.  Dwinnells.  Thomas 


D.  Parrish;  Company  G,  Capt.  James 
Brady,  Patrick  Hogan  and  Humphrey 
Sullivan;  Company  II,  D.  A.  Sullivan; 
(^ompany  I,  Calvin  W.  Greenwood; 
Company  K,  Frank  M.  Balcom,  S.  C. 
Gould,  William  H.  Ingraham  and  Oli- 
ver W.  Balcom. 

An  Old  Romance. 

A  real  romance,  a  romance  of  years 
ago.  was  uncloaked  during  the  reunion. 
Any  one  of  the  old  veterans  present 
would  suggest  that  Capt.  James  Brady, 
now  collector  of  the  port  of  Fall  River, 
and  in  command  of  Company  G,  26th 
regiment  at  the  last  battle  of  Winches- 
tor,  could  probably  give  as  many  side- 
lights on  the  history  of  the  regiment 
as  about  the  whole  rank  and  file  of  the 
association  put  together.  Capt.  Brad;' 
is  now  77  years  of  age,  and  his  health 
isn't  of  the  best.  But  he  manages  to 
attend  every  reunion.  He  was  wound- 
ed in  seven  places  at  the  battle  of  Win- 
chester, receiving  five  gun  shot  wounds 
in  his  lower  left  leg,  one  in  his  right 
leg,  and  one  through  his  left  side.  His 
lower  left  leg  was  amputated  shortly 
after  the  battle,  and  for  weeks  he  re- 
mained in  the  hospital. 

Capt.  Brady,  and  here  begins  a  ro- 
mance which  searchers  after  themes 
for  fiction  might  do  well  to  look  up. 
had  captured  a  Confederate  family 
named  Burnside  in  Winchester  only  a 
short  time  before  he  led  his  company 
through  a  belt  of  woods  and  into  the  ■ 
ranks  of  the  2nd  and  12th  A''irginia 
regiments.  There  were  two  daughters 
in  this  family.  After  the  brave  cap- 
tain was  literally  shot  to  pieces  and 
was  placed  in  the  hospital  a  member 
of  the  Burnside  household  obtained 
permission  to  go  through  the  hospital. 
She  did  go  through  and  there  met  her 
captor,  Capt.  Brady.  The  young  wo- 
man's name  was  Miss  Josephine  M. 
Burnside  and  now  she  is  Mrs.  James 
Brady,  and  her  home  is  in  Fall  River. 
She  was  unable  to  attend  the  reunion. 
Her  sister  now  lives  in  Maryland.  "So 
you  see,"  said  Capt.  Brady,  "I  really 
received  eight  wounds  that  day,  bui 
that  one  through  the  heart  wasn't 
fatal.  It  got  me  a  good  wife  for  later 
years,  when  the  struggle  should  be 
over." 

Jones,  Who  Pays  the  Freight, 

Gen.  Edward  F.  Jones,  who  com- 
manded the  Sixth  Massachusetts  in- 
fantry and  who  was  the  first  colonel  of 
the  26th  regiment,  was  one  of  the  in- 
teresting figures  at  the  reunion.  Ac- 
companying him  were  Mrs.  John  An- 
derson of  Pepperell,  the  "daughter"  of 
the  Sixth  regiment,  and  Mrs.  Cora 
Sheridan,  both  daughters  of  General 
Jones.  Gen.  Jones  was  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  New  York  when  David  Ben- 
nett Hill  was  governor,  and  he  is  gen- 
erally considered  a  strong  Democrat. 
Friday,  however,  Mrs.  Anderson  an- 
nounced to  a  reporter  that  her  father 
would  support  Governor  Charles  E. 
Hughes  for  re-election,  but  that  he 
would  not  support  the  rest  of  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  Gen.  Jones  now  lives 
in  Binghampton,  N.  Y.,  and  he  is  wide- 
ly known  as  "the  man  who  pays  the 
freight."  He  is  blind.  He  attended 
the  reunion  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts 
infantry,  held  in  this  city,  last  spring. 

After  the  business  session  dinner 
was  served  in  the  dining  room  con- 
nected with  the  post's  quarters.  A 
program  of  music  and  speechmaking 
was  in  order  following  the  dinner. 
Those  participating  in  it  were:  Infan- 
try calls,  first  and  second,  given  on 
phonograph  records  by  Miss  Rena 
Knapp;  remarks,  Rev.  George  F.  Kenn- 
gott;  solo,  Mrs.  Duncan;  phonograpn 
selections,  "Just  Before  the  Battle. 
Mother,"  and  "Old  Glory."  Miss  Knapp; 
remarks,  Rev.  N.  T.  Whittaker  and 
James  O'Sullivan;  solo,  Jliss  Rice,  ana 
remarks.  Rev.  E.  Victor  Bigeloai,  Gen. 
Edward  F.  Jones,  and  the  (t^i^ifrs  of 
the  regimental  association. 

The  report  from  the  hospi^Jiff  yester- 
day was  to  the  effect  that  no  ■ihternal 
in.iuries  were  suspected  and  that  the 
patient  has  a  good  chance  to  recover. 


Richard  Foster,  75  years  of  age  and 
a  resident  of  Lawrence,  went  through 
the  Civil  war  without  a  day's  sickness 
and  without  a  wound  of  4ny  kind,  but 
Saturday  he  attended  the  annual  re- 
union of  the  26th  Mass.  Infantry  in 
Wyman's  Exchange  and,  while  coming 
downstairs  in  the  afternoon  toppled  over 
the  bani.ster  only  a  short  way  from 
the  top  landing  and  fell  a  distance  of 
nearly  30  feet  .striking  on  his  head 
and  back.  He  was  immediately  taken 
to  St.  John's  hospital,  and  it  Is  be- 
lieved that  he  will  die. 

Richard  Foster  has  lived  in  Lowell 
street,  Lawrence,  for  many  years.  Un- 
til a  few  months  ago  he  had  workea 
as  a  machinist  in  the  Pacific  mills. 
This  morning,  in  company  with  H.  A. 
Dwinnells  and  daughter,  Mr.  Foster 
came  to  this  city  to  attend  the  annual 
reunion.  He  had  not  attended  one  for 
several  years,  because  he  had  been 
unable  to  leave  his  work,  but  today  he 
expressed  great  pleasure  at  being  able 
to  come  here.  Mr.  Dwinnells  and  Mr. 
Foster  had  served  together  in  Com- 
pany F,  26th  regiment,  taking  part  In 
all  of  the  important  engagements  dur- 
ing the  Shenandoah  valley  campaign 
and  up  to  the  final  battle  of  Winches- 
ter, September  19,  1864.  Mr.  Foster 
had  been  blessed  with  good  health  and 
had  been  one  of  the  few  Northern  sol- 
diers who  had  stood  the  campaigning 
without  sickness.  Good  fortune  had 
attended  him  also,  for,  although  always 
with  his  company,  he  escaped  the  bur- 
lets  or  the  rain  of  canister  and  shrap- 
nel. He  had  been  called  "Lucky  Dick" 
by  many  of  his  comrades. 

But  good  luck  broke  Saturday 
— it  was  one  of  those  strange  ironies 
of  fate,  one  of  those  happenings  which 
i.s  recorded  and  which  mocks  us  as  w« 
try  to  divine  why  the  scheme  has  been 


worked  out  so.  If  Thomas  Hardy,  ta- 
talist  predestinist,  had  writen  it  out, 
'twou'ld  have  been  ascribed  to  his 
•'frame  of  mind"  and  not  related  to  tne 
real  little  ironies  of  life. 

Mr    Foster  had  eaten  his  dinner  in 
the  dining  hall  of  Post  185  quarters 
and  had  then  started  down  stairs.  No- 
bodv  saw  him  fall,  although  there  were 
several  about  who  ran  to  hmi  immedi- 
ately after  he    struck    on  the  second 
fioor     Mr.   M.   A.   Tighe   was   one  of 
these     Dr.  Ti.ghe  said  that  he  was  con- 
scious, although  Mr.  Foster  was  suf- 
fering from   bad  hemorrhages  of  the 
nose  and  mouth.    Dr.   Tighe  believed 
that  the  man    had  sustained    a  basal 
fracture,  and  probably  internal  injuries. 
1  Mr  Foster  had  fallen  with  such  force 
I  as 'to  break  a  hole  in  the  plastering 
of  the  second  landing  and  to  break  the 
i  top  of  a  stout  box  used  by  the  janitor 
of  the  building.    The  ambulance  was 
hurried  to  the  place  and  Mr.  Foster  was 
taken  to  St.  John's  hospital.    There  an 
exar^ination     was  made.    Mr|  Foster 
retained    consciousness    throughout  it 
all.    At  the  hospital  it  was  said  that  he 
was  in  a  serious  condition.    No  trac- 
ture  had  been  found,  but  he  was  badly 
bruised  and  possibly  internally  injured. 
He  had  a  badly  l^^oken  nose. 

Mr     Foster  has  a  wife    and  tnree 
daughters,  all  residents  of  Lawrence. 
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RECENT  DEATHS. 


Kdwln  It".  CiinIiIuk. 

KJwin  P.  Cushing,  rust  ccmmiuider  of 
Willard  C.  Kinsloy  post,  ami  a  formei- 
tounoilman,  dioil  Satiirilay  iriorniiif?  of 
heart  disoaso  ;it  his  home.  Harvard  place. 
Mr.  Cushiiit?  hiul  been  In  poor  health  for 
several  months,  but  attended  to  l.ls  work 
at  the  Charlestown  navy  yard  up  to  a  few 
weeks  ngo.  Mr.  Cushinff  leaves  a  widow, 
Mrs.  i:iizabeth  K.,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Webster  G.  Ilayward,  of  :!S  Harvard  street. 

The  funt-ral  wis  held  Tue.s<U>y  mornii  g. 
at  10.:«>  o'elock,  from  his  late  home.  Many 
be.Tutlful  floral  tributes  were  received  from 
old  Grand  Army  comrade®,  from  orgtnl- 
zations  ajid  friends.  The  ca.^ket  was 
draped  with  tlags,  one  large  flag  lieing  pre- 
•s»nttid  by  George  W.  Brooks,  of  Koxbury, 
«n  old  friend  of  the.  deceased,  and  a  mem- 


EDW  IX   F.  GUSHING. 
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ber  of  E.  W.  Kinsley  post,  113,  G.  A.  R.. 
Boston.  Flags  were  also  presented  by  Wil- 
lard C.  Kinsley  post,  and  by  the  Sons  and 
Daughters  of  Veterans.  Rev.  N.  K. 
Bishop,  rector  of  Emmanuel  church,  read 
the  Episcopal  service,  and  music  was  pro- 
vided by  lx)ys  from  the  Fmmanuel  church 
choir,  under  the  leadership  of  Easton  S. 
liacon.  choir  master.  The  body  was  place  1 
in  the  receiving  tomb  of  the  Ivowell  ceme- 
tery, and  will  be  buried  in  the  family  I  t 
in  that  cemetery. 

Edwin  F.  Gushing  was  born  in  Dover, 
N.  H.,  May  20,  184S,  but  during  his  ea;ly 
life  lived  in  Lowell,  from  which  city  he 
enlisted  in  Gompany  H,  Twenty-sixth 
Massachusetts  volunteers,  September 
l.S'il.  He  was  barely  thirteen  years  eld 
when  he  e-nlisted,  and  was  one  of  the 
youngest  volunteers  who  went  cut  with 
the  armies  of  the  Union.  He  was  present 
at  the  battles  at  the  forts  beiow  New 
*)rleans;  he  was  then  transferred  to  City 
Point,  Va..  and  was  in  AVashingtoii  when 
the  Confederate  General  Early  was  threat- 
ening the  capitol  in  July.  18C4.  Gushing 
wao  afterward  in  the  Shenendoah  valley 
participating  with  Sheridan  in  his  famous 
battles.  After  the  b.attle  of  Cedar  Cre^k, 
popularly  known  as  the  battle  of  Winches- 
ter, he  was  detailed  for  the  winter  as 
orderly  for  General  Hancock.  He  and  his 
comrades  wer.^  not  mustered  out  till  Sep- 
tember li;^,  1ST>,  so  that  his  term  of  service 
la.stedl  four  years  and  twenty  days. 

During  all  these  four  years  young  Gush- 
ing was  never  in  the  hospital,  nnd  wat 
never  wounded. 

.\fter  the  war.  Mr.  Gushing  was  for 
twelve  years  superintendent  of  manufac- 
turing at  the  South  Boston  house  of  cor- 
rection; later  for  four  years  at  the  New 
Jersey  state  prison,  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and 
then  for  four  years  in  charge  of  contrat  t 
woik  at  the  Charlestown  state  prison.  Of 
late  years  he  had  been  employed  at  the 
Charlestown  navy  yard. 

In  1897,  Mr.  Gushing  was  electfd  c<  m- 
mander  of  the  Kinsley  post,  and  in  189 ■( 
wac  .sent  to  the  city  hall  as  councilman 
from  old  ward  4.  He  was  an  old  resi  lent 
('  .^on>erviIle,  residing  for  several  years  on 
utral  street,  near  Highland  avenue,  te- 
fti'  I-  moving  ^o  Harvard  place. 
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